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Surely, my Brethren, daily publick Worſhip is a matter 
« of * concern, worthy of the notice (as in for- 
% mer Ages and Reigns) of Provincial Synods, worthy 
of the notice of Parliamentary Committees for Reli- 
«« gion.— Eſpecially in this our day of National dangers 
„ and troubles ; which, of all days, calls for the Gily 
% united applications of a Nation to God, for a deli. 
« yerance from them.” Eſſays p. 76,7. 
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The Moſt Reverend Father in Gop, 


10 H N. 


By Divine Providence 


Lord Archbiſhop of Canter- 
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May? it nr your Grace ! 


N your great goodnefs, to take 
this little Piece, (a true em- 
blem of its minute Author) under 
your Grace's protection, with the 
indulgence it ſtands much in need 
of, and with which you receive 


n the meaneſt attempt, for the 


A 2 honour 
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honour of that Church, over which 


with the joe dignity you pre- 


ſide. 

Whilſt I was obſerving, in the 
courſe of my Subject (as with 
great juſtice I might) that there 
were, bleſſed be Goo, Jome- Per- 
ſons of the fir} ſtations in life, 
remarkable tor their conſtant at- 


tendance upon the daily. Service, 


and for requiring the like attend- 


ance from all-their Domeſtics ;--- 


it was impoſſible for me not to 


have your Grace enen, in 


my thoughts. 


For who is + Gout he des 


not the decorum with which the 


Service of your Chapel is perform 
ed? Where every Member of 
your Grace's Family gives, not 
only a due attendance, but, what 


is more worthy of note, a devaret 
atientiom 0 in a manner that 


T4 8.4 expreſſes 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. v 
expreſſes their regard fot it as the 
Service of G. 


No one will expect a \ detail of 
your Grace's Character, within the 
limits of a ſhort Dedication; as 


knowing it would require nothing 


leſs than a Yolume, to do any ſort 


of juſtice to it. * 


However, Humanity, Conde- 


ſcenſion and Candour, are branch- 


es of it, ſo univerſally -acknows 
ledged, that undeniably it muſt 


be ſaid - No man ever pays his 


duty to your Grace, but who is 
* Fin ure : beforehand to bring 
away with him great complacency 
of mind, from the ene pe he 
meets with. = Laiftgg 

In verdiddlay,” as to your Clers 
4 m_ inferior ] principally 
mean)' ſo endearing is your treat- 
ment of us, that very apt thould 


Fa- 


we be to fancy ourſelves peculiar 
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vi Tbe Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Favourites at Lambeth, was it not 
for obſerving the like Affability 
and Courteſy in your Grace to- 
wards every individual who ſhares, 
with ourſelves, the honour of 
feaſting at your table. 

To wiſh your Grace a long 
continuance of Life and Health, 
even with the ſincerity they are 
here wiſhed, may (it is poſſible) 


be. conſtrued — 4 /elf- ner 


wiſh, — And I OWN, my Lor 
a very {clf-intereſted one it is, 1 
this view and deſign of wiſhing 


them to you, — that the reſt of 


your Clergy, with the Rector of 
Keſfion, may thereby enjoy further 
opportunities of tranſcribing into 
their Lives, thoſe habits of Piety 
and Virtue, which have grown 


up to full maturity in your 


Grace. 


I Am, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. vii 

I am, my Lord, with the 
| greateſt truth, — under a grateful 
- | fenſe of many Obligations to your 


Grace and Family, 
; Your moſt dutiful Son, 


44 moſt devoted 


Humble Servant, 


William Beſt. 
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The SERVICE of the 


CHURCH of ENGLAND, 
| Conſidered I 


DAILY SERVICE. 


Addreſſed to the Loan aces of 


St Lawrence Feury, and St Mary Mag: 
dalen Milkftr cet. | 


My beloved Chriſtian Brethren ! 


T duties of private and publick 


Being and Providence of God. With the /aft 
of theſe duties only, is my preſent concern: 

and no further am I concerned with it, than, 
3s led by the deſign of this Addreſs, to en- 
quire How often it is to be med. An 


Addreſs made to you as profeſſed members of 


the eftabliſbed Church , and therefore it is 
highly reaſonable * ſenſe of this _ 
u 


Prayer reſult, by way of natural in- 
ference, from our conviction of the 
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ſhould meet with a ſpecial regard from you: 
what that is, - appears from her appointment 


of a daily Service; whith, m__ a daily 
celebration from her — be con- 
ſtyued to imply the — of the 


People upon it. For to what purpoſe is this 
daily celebration by the one, unleſs a daily 
attendance be expected of, and be in fact 
given, by the other? And that ſhe expects 
this, is plain, from the reaſon ſhe aſſigns K 
gi us notice of the time for pabHc 

worſhip by the toll of a bell. The _— in 
the very __ of the Rubric, is, that the 
Heopie r Ged 5 and to 
prey wi. the to the 
Order for —2 and — Prayer, pre- 
fixed to the ſervice, . 


4 4 throughout the 
ange 110 — ; Fes 


eſe words referring to 
ter, 2 = latter; as J apprehend, to the 


People. 

Such is the made by our church 
for publick enſure a proviſion, 
it may not be amiſs to make a general 
tion or two, before 1 ed, Farther 
- Firſt: then; 3 ſhe has fhewn _ 
compliance with thoſe ſcripture commands, 
that require us to be infant in prayer, to pray 
2 Commands, which 
every member of the church (ſo far as they 
relate to publick worſhip) may fairly be al- 
r 


embracing 
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/ the Church of England. 3 
embracing the ſeveral opportunities Aus bority 
has furniſhed him with, of joining in it. For 
as the daily morning and evening ſacrifice 
amongſt the Fews, obtained the name of a 
continual ſacrifice, though offered up but 
twice aday y by Parity of reaſon, on with the 
ſame propriety, daily. morning and eveni 

prayer, our ſpiritual ſactiſice, deſerves — 
name of a contiuual ſervice. Agreeable to 
which conſtruction, what is ſaid of Cornelius, 
that he prayed to God always, may reaſona- 
bly be underſtood of his praying unto W 
3 2 * the ſtated hour for it. 


— — TY or daily worſhip, in fuck 


a Manner, — — 
les of Nunneries and Convents, and the 
like religious houſes z and without the incon- 
veniences and- abuſes which ſuch houſes are 
liable to. For by virtue of it, ſhe reaches out 
to us opportunities of conſtantly offering our 
— publick to God; without giving 
up at the ſame time either our civil or our 
religious liberties; and without ſubjecting 
ourſelves (Which is as material to obſerve) to 
the temptations of a monaſtic life. So juſt a 
regard has ſhe preſerved for every thing good 
and commendable in the Romiſb worſhip : at 
the ſame time guarding againſt the dul erl. 
tions and idolatries of it. She has provided, 
as it became her to provide us with a daily . 
morning and evening ſervice ; and yet has 
Fug nn us to a ſocial and rn. 
2 a 
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ton 


able creatures. She has provided us with the 


means of having an united converſation where 


we ought to have it, daily in heaven; with- 
out denying ourſelves a friendly intercourſe 
with our fellow-inhabitants of the earth. And 
to render this daily (what it otherwiſe would 
not be) a joint, rational ſervice; has expreſs- 
I required it to be performed in a knows 


No man therefore to charge the 
church of England with arte to furniſh 
Her members with ſufficient opportumities of 
ſerving God in the co It were 
— to be wiſhed, 2 — portunities were 
to any tolerable eb bed: But alas 


ſo far is this from the caſe, that, noto- 


rious is the es icy are ſhamefully neglect- 


ed; and per no where more *- conſi- 
dering oh ti numbers of its inhabitants, than in 


this great and populous tity. Nay therein 
n 12 are they almoſt as much by one /zx 
the other; — by that ſex which may 
penerally be allowed to have more leiſure to 
give attendance, than the other may be pre- 
umed to have : and yet both of them, I will 
venture to ſay, might find more, than ci- 
ther of them give. Indeed this abſence from 


come ſo great, that a to our church 
muſt be ready to conclude one of theſe two 
things; either that no ſuch appointment had 
ever been made by her for the devotions of 
her people, or that few of them _ 


che publick worſhip, V week-gays, is be- 
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thing of it; ſince ſo few, even of the ſerious; | | 
and m part of them, ever ag. 


upon it 


profeſſing themſelves of our communion, ſo 
groſsly ignorant as not to know, that the ſer- 
vice of the Church of England is aDAILY ſcr- 
vice. However, for fear there ſhould, I take 
the liberty to refer them for information to 


their Common Prayer Boat; and at the ſame 


time to recommend to chem a careful peruſal 
of the Rubrics, or rules laid down in it, for 
the due celebration of the Divine Service. 
Rules, that reſpect not only the decency and 
devotion, but the frequency of it; and were 
they read over by men at their private houſes, 


with a vicw of conforming to them in 2 
-houſe of God ; one would think it ſhould be 


impoſſible the publick ſervice ſhould be ſo ill 
attended. to : or, which is the point before us, 
be ſo little attended upon as it is; even fo 
little, that very rarely do we meet with ſuch 
a number of Chriſtians aſſembled in any of 
our churches. for daily worſhip, eſpecially at 
the moſt « ſual hour for Morning Prayer, as 
deſerves the name of a congregation; at 
lo far as my obſervation, compared with the 
obſervations of ſeveral of my Brethren, pur- 
ſely conſulted upon the occaſion, has qua- 
1 dere will male 
ons of leiſure 
for this neglect, I cannot ſay; W 
ann. 


And yet ſurely there are none amongſt, us 
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do they ever think of it as any neglect of 
duty: An attendance my of e ee ne- 
ver been uſed to whilſt young, and therefore 
it is not to be expected they ſhould uſe them- 


ſelves to it when grown to ri 

Whereas had they been ward bs it from theis 
youth, there would have been room to have 
expected, what there is 
expect, ſuch a daily in the houſe 
of God, as might have ept the Order of our 
church ſomewhat in countenance at leaſt, tho? 
it ſhould not meet with a compli- 
ance with it. The neglect, now become ge- 
neral, could not have fo become all at once ; 


it muſt have been growing 14 ere it 
could grow io great; ere it c 

what it is, a melancholy Proof of a national 
decay of plety'3 ef which. a national decay of 


trade em * — En. evils of - Ap 


con 
confequence by hich; wh who, — 
more affected than yourſelves and your 


fellow-citivens f Of which decay of your 
trade, we often hear you but 
very ſeldom of this ERR 

cauſe of it. 

In the courſe of my reading, Wee 
here met with no ſmall compliments made 
your City, on account of the many opportu- 
nities to be met with in it of a daily attend- 
ance upon the daily prayers. But alas! did 
the: that make them know, as well as 


you and ] do, how little „ 


great reaſon for us to 


. of the Church of England. 
are e would they not, think you, be 
more ſparing of ſuch compliments, out of 
mere c fot fear of giving an han- 
dle to a ſevere reflection upon us? For, for 
my I confeſs it freely, that between the 


abſ . 2 nity, and the ab- 


ſolute neglełt of it, I of no .difference 
but what turneth-out greatly to our diſgrace. 
Neither could this neglect have ever been 
ſo general, were men but duly watchful to 
lay hold of ſuch opportunities as airly offer 
themſelves ; ſuch opportunities, I mean, as 
are beſt ſuited to their worldly conveniences, 
of which all 'in e er e tr 
if not an ſhare. 
Thus, for inſtance, at a time uh & 
buſineſs may deprive. 
— 2 . either the Mig reſſes, or the 
Relations, or the- Inmates and Lodpers, might 
find and make uſe of it: Or, in caſe Parent 


affairs, come conftantly themſelves ; 4 
they might, without any fuch lett, 

their own occaſiona] abſence by the atten 
of their Children; ſome at one dme, and 
ſome at another. CEN: del 
0 And. was this a foetled-prattice in ariſhes, 
ſeldom would there be a celebration of the 
daily Service, either Morning or Evening, but 
what one at leaſt in every wen) {ogy be 
preſent at. And as the bleſſing of God upon 
the daily work of families is reaſonably to be 
expected from the daily devotions of them: 


Maſters of families * | 


cannot without great lett to cheir domeſtick 
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by means of this work, and by means of theſe 
devations, every individual — would 


contribute his proportion to be N perity of 


the whole. 
Again, ſurely Pariſh-Clerks - — « ſurely Maſ. 
ters and Mifreſſes of Schools, of Charity Schools 
eſpecially, might find leiſure to attend with the 
little ones committed totheir truſt ; for this end, 
chiefly, ſo committed: that they may receive 
from them a chriſtian education, and be early 
trained up under a ſenſe of religion and virtue: 
a ſenſe which, if any thing, a due attendance 
upon the daily devotions has a direct tendency 
to promote. — Surely, perſons of xo worldly 
employments, or of uch as admit of frequent 
intervals from them; — Surely, perſons in a 
manner paſt their labour, might find leiſure 
for this attendance. Nay, conſidering the 
ſhortneſs of the time (little more, than half an 
hour) uſually taken up in the celebration ci- 
ther of the Morning or Funn Service, up- 
on the week - days, one would. think there 
ſhould be but — n 
moſt laborious and . buſy part of mankind, 
where a hindrance to buſire will deſerve to 
be admitted as a juſtifiable reaſon for a gene- 
ral, or a frequent abſence. 
Thoſe that make a conſcience (and, bleſſ⸗ 
ed be God, ſome few there are) of giving at- 
tendance; do not find it, 1 dare ſay, a lett to 
their worldly buſineſs; with them, buſineſs 
son more chearfully, and in all 
is more y x if it; a ſucceſs which 
repays 


* 
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repays them amply for the expence of their 
time in the publick ſervice of God : which 
being ſo laid out, in acknowledgment of their 
daily dependance u him, cannot but re- 
commend them to his protection and provi- 
dence. - 

And as there are opportunities of givi 
this attendance at different hours, and at dif- 
ferent places; ſome more ſuitable than others 
to different perſons, according to the diffe- 
rence of their employments ; leſs, much leſs 
is to be ſaid in excuſe for the notorious neg- 
lect of them amongſt us. | 

It is, I think, on all hands agreed, that 
publick devotions, though by no means to 
ſuperſede, are yet to be preferred to private, 
in caſe of any interfering n them ; more 
eſpecially where the former may be had with 
equal conveniency with the latter. And there 
are (as might eaſily de ſhewn) among many 
others, the following good reaſons for it. 
As greater advantage, both to communities 
and to particular men, are to be expected 


from the former — As the benefit of them is 


reciprocal to the whole IT — As 
God has promiſed to be more eſpecially pre- 
ſent at them, and in a more plentiful manner 
to beſtow his bleſſing upon them — As great- 
er emulation is promoted, and greater honour 
done to his name by the example of them, 
than can be done by the latter. 

And here it deſerves our notice, that the 
devout Jews, when deprived of an opportu- 
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nity of attending upon the publick ſervice, 
took care nevertheleſs to pay their regard to 


it, by conſtantly making the fated hour for 


it the ſtated hour for their private prayers : 
as if by ſo doing, they meant to unite the pri- 
vate prayers of the cloſet with the publick 
prayers of the Temple. | | 
Indeed, as-to pron who ſeldom or never 


come to the publick fervice upon the Lord's 


day, it would be matter of ſurprize to fre 
them at it on other days. And is it not alſo 


matter of ſurprize, that conſtant frequenters 
of it (and ſome ſuch there are amon ou, 
my Brethren) on that day, ſnould hardly ever 
appear at it on any other day? They muſt 


not, they will not ſurely ſay, they have no 


leiſure, in a whole week, in a whole month, 
in a whole year, nay, in their whole lives, for 
it. Men of as great buſineſs as they, do find 
this leiſure: And therefore buſi though 
ſometimes a neceſſary, and always then a juſ- 
tifiable excuſe, can never yet be in 
juſtification of a general, much leſs of a 70a} 
neglect; which are the neglects I would be 
principally underſtood to complain of.— And 
fuch we daily meet with numberleſs inſtances 
of in this rnd. "ood; infomuch that, to = 
reproach, we ſuffer country pariſhes to et, 
inſtead of receiving from 5-4 examples of a 
better attendance than we give. — In market 
and other populous towns, ſuch a congreg 

tion is uſually to be met with, we days of the 
week at leaſt, (ordinarily with them OE 
week- 
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week-days for publick worſhip) as bears ſome 
proportion to the number of inhabitants: but 
this, I am afraid, is not the caſe in this great 
city, even though a particular ſervice (the 
Litany * be expreſsly appointed to be uſed 
upon tem. 

To what end, do we imagine, has our 
church enjoined a ſervice for every day, thro'- 
out the year; or wherefore has ſhe made ſome 
of thoſe days ſolemn Faſts, and ſome of them 
ſolemn Feaſts, but out of a truly primitive 
zeal, to preſerve an habitual ſenſe of religion 
upon the minds of her people? And yet her 
people attend it no more upon Hoh, than up- 
on ordinary or common days; ſo that all diſ- 
tinction of days, as to any religious obſerv- 
ance of them, is in a manner ceaſed from 
amongſt us, excępt it be the Lord's day.— 
And really to this, ſo little is the regard paid, 
tſpecially by perſons of the higheſt, and of 
the loweſt rank, that I could hardly prevail 
with myſelf to make it an exception to my 


Much leſs can I be prevailed with to think, 


that any conſiderations made uſe of, to inforce 
an attendance upon the daily fervice, will 
avail ought with men remarkable for an ha- 
bituval 8 abuſe of the Chriſtian 
Sabbath. 2 

My utmoſt aim at preſent, is to contribute 
amongſt you, my Brethren, amongſt whom it 
is my duty, to contribute all I can, towards 


$eviving a more general and conſtant attencl- 


ane 
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ance upon it, by good and ſerious mann by 
perſons maintaining the 1 _ 
. —.— — 
0 tly wi ves from it on 
the week 

And to ſuch perſons, as having, it mw} * 
preſumed from their regard for the Chriſtian 
Sabbath, a regard for the honour of God; Þ 
beg leave to recommend a ſerious peruſal of 
the following Ess Av upon the DAILY SER- 
VICE, herein (to acquaint them beforehand 
with the ſubſtance of it) they may expect to 
meet, beſides u matter, 4 


L With ſeveral e reaſons for « a con- 
ftant attendance upon it. 

II. With: reaſons, nevertheleſs, in certain 
caſes and circumſtances, for a ſpenſing 
with this attendanſ e. 

m. With an account of advantages and good 

© effefts ariſing from it, where given. 

IV. With an anſwer to the pleas, pretences, 
and ayes o men, for not giving it. 


1. And in onder to induce good and ſerious 
Chriſtians to give their attendance, let them re- 
fect with me upon the following reaſons for it. 

1. What a demonſtration it would be to 
the world of a publick ſpirit of devotion ſub- 
lifting amongſt us? even ſuch a ſpirit, as 


might juſtly entitle this nation to the glorious 
character which God promiſes to beſtow 


(Exod. n 
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ple; — chat they ſhould be unto bim an holy 
nations a kingdom of prieſts. 

2. That 28 it is their duty to do every 
ding do ie glory M can they do any thing 


more conducive to it, than by a daily public 
worſhip of Him? a 


3. That as iv is their duty to let their light 
ſbine before n, can it any where ſhine more 
advantageouſly, than in the daily aſſemblies 
of his ſaints ? 0 

4. That as devotion: is to the foul what- 
feed is to the body; by means of this attend- 
ance, it would in tume become as habitual for 
a pariſh to partake of the daily ſervice for > 
nurture nouriſhment of their ſouls, as 
is for every family in it, at ſtated times, 10 
partake of food tor the daily luſtcnance and 
refreſhment of their bodies. 

5. That diſuſe of JO” prayer (the Gans 
is true of private) o diſinclina · 
tion; and diſinclination, at oo will end in 
averſion to it. 

6. That a conſtant attendance keeps up our 
acquaintance with our Liturgy; and from the 
Leſſons, Epiſtles and Goſpels read, with the 
Rule of our faith and practice, thereby pre- 
ſerving a conſtant ſenſe of religion and virtue 
upon our minds. 

7. That it ſerves as a daily check to the 
manifold temptations of the world; which 
they that converſe with it, without ever con- 
verſing by prayer with their e will of 
W fall a ſacrifice to. 


1 > 8. That 
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8. That it ſerves as a Week's. Preparation 
* _ for the more ſolemn diſcharge of the 
duties of the Lord's day. 


9. That it tends to Wen s coke o. 


jection of Papiſts againſt us; who are very 
apt to urge, That whilſt we pretend (as they 
word it) to be reformed from the errors of 
their church; we ſuffer ourſelves, in point of 
publick worſhip, to be far more remiſs than 
they. An objection, fo far as there is truth 
in it, (and, God knows, there is too much) 
that can no other way be ſo effectually an- 
ſwered, as by a more general and conſtant at- 
upon the daily ſcrvice. 

Let not then known enemies to our eſta- 
blhmens any longer have this proverb of 
us: but as far as we excel 
— in the inward purity of our worſhip, 
let us excel them alſo in the outward excr- 
ciſe ; let us equal them at leaſt in the frequen- 
cy of it... And: yet after all, ſince a proviſion 
is made by our JT for the daily — 
e . 
required of all her members, not 
9 inder; from giving it: it may 
be replied once for all to this objection, That 


it is of no manner of weight, except againſt 


erſons. 
And as the want of a C 


ion is the 


ongregati 
only juſtifiable, ſo is it the only true reaſon, 


why we do not every where meet with a daily 

celebration of it, in our parochial churches ; 

ons wks which it would — 
Ult, 


Ee 


ä 1 — 


1d * 


n Al ME. oo bs oo Ss » 


" of the Church of England. 15 
cult, if not impracticable, eſpecially in coun- 
try villages, to comply with her Order tor it; 
and therefore to them, we conchude it was not 
intended to be given. _ 

However, God be thanked,” a due regard 
is ſtill had to it (notwithſtanding this 9bjec- 


tion) in many places amongſt us; at teaſt fo 


far, that in them an opportunity is ſtill given 


of a daily attendance upon it — as in ſeveral 
churches in this City — in our Colleges — in 
our Cathedrals — in our Biſhops palaces —and 
at the Courts of our Princes. 
And greatly is it to be wiſh'd, that the ſame 
regard was hkewiſe ſtill had to it, in the hou- 
ſes of our Nobility. - Many of them were 
once Religious houſes ; diſtinguiſhed, as for a 
true hoſpitality, ſo for a true piety, for the 
daily celebration of the daily ſervice in them. 
Which is the more, at this day, to be wiſh- 
ed, as for other obvious reafons, (that of ſer- 
ing a good example above all) ſo particular- 
ly for this, becauſe of the Wees for 
years paſt of the of great mens 


ſervants: who many times have no x * ro 
eck-da 


nity for publick worſhip on the w 

it upon the Lord's day, but what they meet 
with in their maſters houſes ; in which, if 
Common Prayer be not daily performed (to 
perform which was furely the firſt intent of 
domeſtick Chaplains) and a due attend- 
ance u it required, immorali 
and * as wal as great unfaithfulneſs, 
will in all probability be the conſequence, 
with reſpect to ſuch ſervants, As for me, and 


my 
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my houſe, wwe will ſerve the Lord — was the 
pious reſolution of Jeſbua, before all the peo- 
le: Not content with ſerving him himſelf, 
took care that his ſeveral e ſhould 
ſerve him too. 
| Not unlike this, was the inſtance which 
this nation once knew, in that Pattern of Re- 
ligion to all Chriſtian Princes — the royal 
Martyr — of whom the noble Hiſtorian gives 
the following character: That be was very 
pundtual and regular in his devotions — that 
he was never known to enter upon bis recrea- 
tions or ſports, though never ſo early in the 
morning, before he had been at publick Pray- 
ers; ſo. bat on hunting-days, his Chaplains 
(and I ſuppoſe his-Nebles too) wert bound 10 
a very early attendance 11 1 1100 0 | 

And though inſtances of a like piety, and 
pious zeal for the daily ſervice of our church, 
are not, it is to be feared, at this day, very 
common amo us, in perſons of the firſt 
ſtation and yet, blefled be God, we 
are not without e e ty Hh 
great and good, great becauſe goo 
amongſt them, remarkable for their ak 
| ſtant attendance on the daily devotions, and 
for requiring the like attendance a them 
from all their domeſticks. _ 

But to return from this digreſfion, to fur- 
ther reaſons for this 2 

10. And here again, let good and ſerious 
Chriſtians aſk themſelves a= queſtion, ſince 
the . worſhip is, and very 7 


— 


33 8 
840 is not as ve: merge ach 964» 0p 
to men pecially as rvice is, 
what.no ſervices of men nnen 
* freedom? 
11. That ſince they profeſs themſelves 
Members of the church, = by ſo 
themſelves, own their obligation to obey all 
her juſt and reaſonable commands, one of 
which is her appointment of a ſervice for 
every day throughout the year ; can they ima» 
gine that they anſwer her e herein, 
by attending no oftener, if ſo often, upon it, 
as exe day in ſeven; and but one. 
24r6:6h. tas one darin ſeven ; as if the Even- 
ing R 
parts of the daily ſervice, as the evening and 
— morning are equally parts of the lame 
7. = 
| 12+ That as this order of the chureb is likes 
wiſe enforced by the e the fate; 
can they N one, without 
— at che ſame — to the 
other? or can they be undutiful ſons of the: 
„ 
5 | 
13. That as our bleſſed Lord, by his at- 
tendance upon the daily Jewiſb ſervice, ſet his 
diſciples an example of daily publick wor- 
ſhip ; and by virtue of this ſingle in 
the prayer compoſed by him for their joint 
uſe . Give us THIS DAY. our daily bread — 
Ras 


ay —— — i 
w — M4. 93 
* 
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chureh makes of it, in the congregation; can 
any thing be more becoming them, than a 
ST, his mne their lob. 
his 
4. Nay, is not the ſubject matter of the 
daily ſervice, the OP prayers and praiſes that 
jury” re a ſtrong argument for a daily at- 
it; being ſuch, as every man, 
— his life (not: reaſonably hindered) 
ought to join in? There are not more, there 
are nat leſs reaſons, for his doing this to- day 
than there were yeſterday, and will be again 
to-morrow. Let men but carefully read the 
daily ſervice over, and they will ſoon be ſa- 
tisfied of the reaſonableneſs of what I ſay. 
For, to take no notice of other parts of it, 
give me leave to aſk, Is there any thing in 
the daily — in eur Lord's Prayer — 
in the Creed — | in. the daily 2 for Pate 
—_ r by 
— ebe cl. of 
for r 
he ey org ie! Bling — but what may and 
propriety and reaſon; t6 be 
uſed e by them upon al. wan 


= by means-of #-dwe atend- 
daily ſervice, provided it be 


of their lives? 


15. Eſpecially 
ance upon the 


ſincere, their ſouls are kept in an habitual ta- 


45 to receive their ſummons, as 
ent 


0 
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ſent ain them out of their bodies, to join 
with Saints and Angels in thewarſhip of God, 
in his immediate preſence. 

And in truth, I know en 


light we can ſet the daily ſervice, ſo likely to 


recommend it to the daily uſe of the pious 
and devout Chriſtian, as by thus repreſenting 
it to be, what in fact it is, a daily preparation. 
of him for that in heaven, which when. 
once ſh; never \haveornends whew 
thoſe hours which the ſcripture calls bowrs 
prayer — hours which we are too apt to 
long, ſhall be lengthen'd, not into days; or 
months, 28 eee. 
devotion. 3 

Then private prayer” private praiſes 
(which ſome men, otherwiſe very good men, 
may content themſelves with here, to the 
neglect 2 —— 


This is the end and this the eſſect of habit 
and uſe in other caſes, why not then in the 
en. Shall not thoſe praiſes be, at 
n 


— 
ceaſe'! When the adoration of glorified crea- 
tures, celebrating the glories of their eternal 
Creator, Redeemer | Sandtifier, ſhall be as 


days, and years, and time itſelf ſhall 
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endleſs as infinite duration; that 4 is to ſay, as 
endleſs as their own exiſtence ? 

Who, my Brethren, would not ſpare 
hour or two every day of his life, to be ſp ſpen 
to be religiouſly and devoutly ſpent = ſp 
in the ſervice of the church ; when he 
conſiders that the religious and devout uſe of 
it qualifies him to join with and Arch- 
angels, even with all the company of heaven, 
in lauding and magnifying the name of God ? 
in evVermore — not as now, once a month, 
once a week, or once a day — but in ever- 
more praiſing him, and ſaying, Holy, hob, 
holy, Lord God of Hoſts! 

Bleſſed God | enlarge the faculties of our 
ſouls, to fit them for their and ſhare in 


the joyous harmony of theſe Hallelujahs in 
thy heavenly ki to which nothing 

on earth bears D near a reſemblance, as "ap $6 
ſolemn ſervices of devout Chriſtians uniting 
in the publick worſhip. — 


number, and the more frequent the returns of 


— the nearer ſtill is che reſem- 
ce. 

But alas! what ſimilitude, what proportion 
is there, between the whole Hoſt of heaven, 
ſinging eternal praiſes to God, and an hand- 
ful of men joining in our daily ſervice! Is 
there any foundation for a compariſon between 
the numbers compoling this celeſtial choir, 
and between a congregation, conliſting, it 
R of no more than two or e 

ons 
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ſons? Or what returns of our devo- 


tions, leſs frequent than ice a day, can give 
them any ſort nme endleſs 


worſhip. 

16. Female: we profeſs to believe, the 
Communion of Saints. = of the Bala. ceteth 
one wich another, and with the Saints in hea- 
_ DN — — — — 


whilſt we ſo ſeldom maintain 


N and — 
3 and of courſe w_ 
Caints above? 


17. In a word, is it at all likely — 
be qualified for an indefecłible worſhip, whilft 
we ſuffer ourſelves to be ſo deficient in a tem- 
porary one, which is to us for it ⁊᷑ 


No, m Brethren, believe me, there muſt be 


babits of publick devotion fix d and riveted 
in our ſouls; habits that muſt remain in, and 
go along with them into the other world, or 
they never will be prepared for a joint- wor- 
ſnip, inceſſantly to be performed there. 
For what the Apoſtle ſays of charity, is as 
true of piety, that it never fails: the exerciſe 
of it by pious ſouls,” tranſlated into heaven, is 
but a continuation of it, as exerciſed by them 
here upon earth, though exerciſed there to 
far greater degrees of perfection. 
The ſame Apoſtle 
that die in the Lord; for this remarkable rea- 
ſon, becauſe, ſays he, their works do follow 
them: or, as the words may rather be ren- 
der*d, do accompany them; that is to ſay, 
becauſe 
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Hecauſe the habits of piety and charity, con. 
tracted by their fouls whilſt in the body, are 
convey*d with them into regions of 
happineſs; both qualifying them for it, and 
£on/tituting no ſmall part of it. So that, a 
another ſcripture faith, No man without bali. 
ue, (habitually and indefectibly inherent | in 
him) fell ſee the Long (4+ 
- Andare.not all | theſe, mp Brethren, argu⸗ 
ments for the fi of our publick de vo- 
tions ; that the frequency of them ma — 
the uſual effects of frequency, facility 
Ppermanency in them; and the — rhe 
venly Father (whoſe will it is that men ſhould 
unit in the worſhip of him) may be done by 
us on earth, with that unanimity, readinels WW £5 
and chearfulneſs, with which it is done by his WW 90! 
— in heaven, uniting in the adoration of #6 


4 —_— Onee more; as the ſervices we pay to | kee 
God are always the more acceptable to him, IN 5! 
the more voluntary they are; an attendance ket 
on the daily ſervice muſt, in a particular man- I * © 
ner, on that account. recommend us to his Ii ®!! 
favour. For a proviſion is made by 
our church for a daily publick worſhip, to 
give all its members an opportunity of join- 
ing daily in it; yet I know of no penalty 
there is upon neglecting it upon the 
wweek-days : whereas the laws have provided 
one to be inflicted upon the neglecters of it on 
the Lord's day. Where, then, men join con- 
2 in this ſervice. upon the * 
ey 
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„„ not by 
conſtraint, but willingly ; they may well be 
preſumed to do it (being men otherwiſe of 
fair characters) purely out of a ſenſe of reli- 
gion: not for oſtentation, not through fear 
of the law; much leſs, in theſe times, in 
compliance witiv faſhion or general cuſtom.” 
And as no kind of coercion is uſed, either 
by chureh-or ſtate, to enforce an attendance 
on the daily worſhip, (highly right it was 
there ſnould be ak it is readily confeſſed, 
that after all perſwaſion and entreaty concern» 
ing it, and after all the reaſons and motives 
that have been offered for it, the matter muſt, 
in the ultimate reſort, be left to the confeien- 
cet of men, to their own reaſon and diſcre- 
tion, as beſt judges of the . of _ 
wocations from it. 
Nevertheleſs, conſidering the general . 
| lect of it, by all ſorts of men amongſt us, it 
is high time their conſciences ſhould be . 
—— it is high time to put them in mind of 


= T'& K & 7 


ted t 25S _ Aw A. 


a duty, which they appeat to be 16 A | 


diy unmindful of. | 

Many duties; I am perſuaded, are omit- 
ted, not with ſertled intention to omit them, 
but for want of mens knowing, that is, for 
want of their looking upon and- conſidering 
them as duties, and for want of being duly 
told of them as ſuch. And perhaps, . — 
ſpect to nothing are the words of our church in 
her daily confeſſion more true, than with reſpect 
to T of her daily ſervice M e baue 


2 : 
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in and about this Metropolis, as much to the 


tors of ſuch places would ſoon find themſelve; 
-obliged to ſhut them up; as too many of out WW (43 
churches remain for no other reaſon ſhut, but 


none, or ſo few, will give their attendance ¶ uc 
Brethren, I refer it: Yea, I am glad to have 
it ſo referr'd ; ſince then it may be hoped, 


of conſcience of it. To them I 
offer but one caution upon it, as 
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left undone thoſe things which we ought to * ſor 


Were places of publict reſort for recrts 
tions and amuſements, places daily increaſing, W Th 


neglect of the daily ſervice, as of neceſſary 
worldly buſineſs, (beſides other evil conſe. W ſay 

uences of them) to be no more frequented, 
t 8 on the week-dayz the 
(not to ſay, on the Lord's day) the proprie- 


becauſe, when open for the daily ſervice, 


upon it. che 

Well, but this matter, it has been conftſt pre 
ed, muſt finally be left to the conſciences of the 
men. Accordingly, to your conſciences, ny Wl ; 


that ſerious and well-meaning perſons (the 
perſons to whom I write) will make matter 
ſume to 
o referr'd; 
that 1s to ſay, that as a matter of conſcience, 
they would take a ſcrupulous care not to be 
too induigent in excuſing themſelves from 
coming. Their common excuſe, I am aware, I le 
will be, That bu/ineſs hinders them. But I ar 
too indulgent ſurely they are to themſelves, I ( 
if they mean, that this ſhould be taken as an Wl x; 
excuſe for a total or for a general abſence. 1 


For 
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br it is not to be imagined, are at all 


times ſo engaged in neceſſary buſineſs, as 
co be deprived by it of all leiſure to come, —. 
; MW They can find leiſure for amuſements ; they 
can find it for di verſions, even at the known 
ours of daily prayer; and be, I am ſorry to 
ay it, at mu greater pains Anf trouble to 
come 1 the one, than is required to come at 
the o It muſt be concluded then, that 
they — find it alſo for an attendance up- 
on the daily devotions. They can be at 
Coffee-houſes, at Taverns, at Aſſemblies; they 
can and do pay and receive Vi/ts one from 
another, at ſuch Very. times. Conſequently, 
worldly bufineſs does not atways prevent 
them; ſince, if it did, it would as neceſſarily. 
prevent them from gi attendance upon. 
their amiſements and Pleas ures, "as upon the 
wy prayer. 
Hut here I expect it will at [eaſt be whiſ> 
pered among you — What? are we to be al- 
lowed 10 2 for amuſements: but muſt all | 
the little leiſure we have from neceſſary world- iy 
ly buſineſs, be laid out upon the ſervice of [ 
the Church? - =. 
Miſtake me Hot} my Brethren, I am not 1 
ſo rigid; neither am I ſo refined. There is, 4 
om I am | perſwaded, if not to all, to moſt men, 
re, © leiſure time enough for both theſe. And 1 
am content that à much greater part of it 
es. ¶ hould be employ'd in innocent amuſements 
an and refreſhments, than in the ſervice of God. 


* Though this I muſt add; that the little part. 
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of it which men ſpend, provided it be de. 
voutly ſpent, in his ſervice, will make their 
amuſements and refreſhments a more ſincere 
leaſure unto them, than if the whole of it 
been ſpent in them. | 
Put the caſe, it _ ſo. happen, that an 
attendance upon the daily devotions cannot at 
certain times be. given, without ſome 7ncon- 
veniency to us: What does our attendance in 
ſuch caſe argue, but a ſenſe of our obliga- 
tion, and a pious reſolution in us, that 3 
1 ſhall not prevent our diſcharge 
it. N 


IL And yet after all, there may be (the 
ſecond thing propoſed to be conſfider'd) /uf- 
ficient reaſons for diſpeuſing, in certain caſe; 
and circumſtances, with this attendance. 

And therefore I do not mean, by any thing 
advanced throughout this E ay, to inſiſt, 
that perſons, whoſe daily ſubſiſtence depends 
upon their daily labour, are to neglect it, to 
make way for an attendance upon the daily 
devotions, Such men are ſerving God in 


| ſerving themſelves and families, by a faithful 


diſcharge of the duties of a laborious life: 
with which diſcharge, a daily attendance ups 
on publick Prayer, or Preaching, muſt be 
often found incompatible. _— The Goſpel pla- 
ces a Religion in labour, whilſt it teaches us 
to conſtrue ſervices done unto men, as done, 
through Chriſt, unto Gop. Nay, for the 
comfort and encouragement of the hey 

ay- 


erer 


— 
UT 
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Day-labourer, it has entitled him; thro' the 
ame channel, to a reward of his labours, 
infinitely ſuperior to the hire for which he 
ſerves. 

And as God indiſpenſibly requires labour 
from men, eſpecially from men in low ſta- 
tions ; he cannot be ſuppoſed to. expect any 
great portion of their time for publick wor- 


| thip, on thoſe _ AE I HPP 


for daily labour. 

What time they can really ſpare, rhey will 
do well, if they have opportunity, ſo to em- 
ploy: and ſome ſpare time, it may be ima- 
gined, fome of them may have; at leaſt ſome 
part of the day, either before that Gay" en 
begins, ot after it is o r. 
lt is obſervable, that whilſt Zatharies the 
Prieſt, was burning incenſe in the temple, at 
the time of Divine Service ; the whole mul- 
titude of the People are ſaid to have been 
without, praying. Now in this multitude, 
there muſt be ſuppoſed many ho had world- 
ly employments, Profeſſions and Trades; 

many whoſe whole livelihood depended upon 
their daily labour: and yet we there find, 
they gave their attendance on the daily ſacri- 
fice : which anſwering to our daily ſervice, 
by parity of reaſon, it may be argued, that 
the laborious Poor amongit us, might alſo find 
leiſure, conſiſtently with their daily work, 
_— attendance upon the daily devotions : 
nn they can find - this leiſure, there 

C 2 they 
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2 opportunity offering, to make 


But yet, I cannot prevail with myſelf to 
preſs this as a matter of indiſpenſible obliga- 
tion, upon perſons doomed by providence to 
earn their daily ſubſiſtence = the ſweat of 
their brows. if men in their ſituation and 
condition of life, fail not to commend them- 
ſelves, and the work of their hands, to the 
bleſſing of 2 by private or family Prayer, 
Morning and Evening, at home; and are 
pu N at Divine Service on the Lord's day; 
the neceſſary attendance which their worldly 
buſineſs on the week-days requires of them, 
will plead, in the ſight of God, and of all 
reaſonable men, their exemption at ſuch times 
from the publick ſervice : where their attend- 
ance N the one, would be, as is here ſup- 
poſed, inconſiſtent with their atgendance upon 
the other, Tis 

The ſame allowance mult be ade to per- 
ſons employed day and night, it may be, in 
laborious manufatures ; — to perſons bred up 
in huſbandry, and in country buſineſs, to them 
and to their ſervants; many of which are ſo 
far removed from the common place of pub- 
lick worſhip, that, fu weine what is — to 
be granted, their worldly employments would 
at all times give them convenient leiſure to 
attend; yet their great diſtance from their 
Pariſh — muſt render it highly incon- 
venient: nay, it would neceſſarily take up 

/ too 
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too large a 33 of their time in going #0 
and from, beſides ing at them. 

Again, if Servants and Apprentices, to 
whoſe daily labour their reſpective Maſters 
have a right, ſhould, inſtead of labouring, 
ſpend their time in attending upon theſe week- 
ly devotions ; their Maſters, I apprehend, 
would be juſtified in the ſight of God and 
men, for calling them to account for it; in 
caſe, as is here ſuppoſed, ſuch time could not 
be ſo ſpent without great detriment to their 
Maſter's buſineſs: and eſpecially if ſuch Maſ- 
ters, according to their duty, make uſe of 
Family Devotions for the Benefit-of theſe Ap- 
prentices and Servants, as well as of them- 
ſclves, and their Wives and Children. 

The Governors of the Church, as Guardi- 
ans of the eſtabliſhed Religion, would have 
been greatly to blame, had they not reach'd 
out to all its Members opportunities of daily 
worſhip. And yet it could never be their 
intention im fo- doing; to expect a daily at- 
tendance upon it, where it would be extreme- 
ly inconvenient, if not impracticable, to give 
it. — In ſuch caſe we are content, provided 
it be a general, an habitual, or even a fre- 
quent one; that is to ſay, an attendance of- 
tener given than withheld. "es 

At the ſame time, I make this very fa- 
vourable conſtruction of the Order x 2 

{es 0! 


Church; there are, no doubt, examp 
good and pious Chriſtians amongſt us, co 
plying with the very 8 of it, day by day, 

3 lor 
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for a long courſe of years; where ſickneſs 
or ſome other urgent cauſe, has not prevent · 
ed them. | 

But as inſtances of this ſort, it is to be 
feared, are not very common, I ſhould ra- 
ther expect to find hem amongſt the other 
ſex ; efpecially as we have a ſcripture exam- 
ple 'of it in Anna the ropheteſs, the daugh- 
ter of Phanuel; of whom it is ſaid, (Luke 
u..36. that ſhe departed not from the temple, 
but ſerved God night and day. 

Where. obſerve, firſt, that a daily attend- 
ance upon the ſervice of the Temple, is ex- 
Preſsly faid to be a ſerving God : an obſer. 
vation much in favour of our Church's inſti- 
tution of a daily 8 3 ſecondly, 
the age of the perſo ve this attend- 
ance : St Lake Lov ie 1 60 Uu a great 
age ; for ſhe was, it ſeems, about four ſcore 
and four years old; and yet notwithſtanding 
oy reatneſs of her age, or the infirmities of 
ſerved God in the Temple night and 
Pty, ' Surely, perſons ready to catch at every 
little nals, to hinder themſelves from com- 
to daily Prayers, preſerving in their minds 
this remarkable. inſtance of a conſtant fre- 
quenter of them, muſt be aſhamed of their 
_ 2 frivolous excuſes. = =_ 
y, that the 'cxprefſion — ſerving God night 
and day — implies —— than a con- 
ſtant attendance at ſtuted hours, upon the 
morning and evening worſhip. The fame 
oy be 3 of parallel places of 

{c ripture ) 
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ſcripture, importing continual prayer: which 
n in the form of a command, 
make this attendance the duty of Chriſtians. 


6 Nevertheleſs, I was ſpeaking of the rea- 
1 ſonableneſs of diſpenſing with it, with regard 
7 to perſons in neceſſitous circumſtances: to 


whom it muſt yet be obſerved, that che lefs 
" leiſure they have for this attendance on the 
7 week- days, the more ought they to think 
themſelves obliged to give it on Dr da 

F which God hath fet apart for the public. 
: worſhip of him, by all men indifferently and 

alike. — That ſince he has indulged | ron s A 
days in ſeven tir their honeſt labour, he Lin 


moſt aſſi et or one in 

| ſeven, to be Bend by his 8 

; and ſervice. - Na. = e 
cory % by 


e 
and abjlity, in bois reve oppor of 


well un os of Oy 0 


B 
And yet, who to make encroach 

ments N the Lord's day, as men df 
to an attendance upon the daily Service; 2 
worl men, 8 in the bub 
neſs worldly callings the whole week 
beſide ? ar they firſt þ plead as a reafon- 
able excuſe for their non-attendance upan the 


daily Service, and then moſt unreaſonably 
C 4 plead 
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. Plead it allo as a pretext for their neglecting 
the ſervice of the Chriſtian, Sabbath. They 
muſt have, they tell you, ſome recreation, 
. ſome refreſhment. Bu/ineſs will not let them 
have it on the week · days; and therefore they 
preſume God Almighty will be ſo good as 
to excuſe them, if they take it upon his day; 
though to the neglect of his worſhip, and in 

- contempt of his appointment of it. 
But now, though it may be thought high- 
ly reaſonable to exempt the induſtrious Poor, 
from a conſtant attendance upon the daily 
ſervice, where ſuch attendance would inter- 
fere with their daily work : yet as to perſons 
of more leiſure, and in more opulent circum- 
ſtances, there cannot be the ſame reaſon for 
this indulgence; an indulgence with regard 
to the Poor purpoſely taken notice of, be- 
cauſe of the Enthufiaſm of the preſent times 
which is calling them off from hard and uſe- 
ful labour, to attend upon ſuch religious ex- 
erciſes, as neither the laws of God nor men 
require of them : in conſequence of which 
attendance, they too often ne ſuch con- 
cerns of themſelves and their Families, as are S 
as much (if not more, on week-days) their ir 
duty, as the publick worſhip, and ſervice of f 
God is. For fince the ſame God that re- / 
m 
tl 
te 
k 


quires, the one, has required the other alſo, 

the one is as, much to be performed as the 

other. And it was never the deſign of any 

Religion, leaſt of all of the Chriſtian, to give 
a men 


of the Church of England. 33 
men leave to neglect the duties of their world- 
þ callings. 5 e 
It is true, Chriſt in his Goſpel has promiſ- 
ed to beſtow temporal bleſſings upon men, 
for ſeeking firſt the kingdom of God; that is, 
for their ing the concerns of another life 
their principal care. A care in all rcaſon to 
be expected from Chriſtians, fince they pro- 
feſs to believe, that the very end for which 
„dee preſent life was given them, was in or- 
der to prepare them for that other. And by 
0 the way, how can they prepare themſelves 
ö for it better, or give more convincing proofs 
„of their ſeeking firſt the Kingdom of God, 
than by a due attendance upon his daily wor- 
ſhip ? — Bur ſtill, at the ſame time the Goſ- 
pel promiſes theſe bleſſings, it ſuppoſes and 
requires the uſe of an Honeſt induſtry to obtain 
them. No man in his ſenſes ever ſo under- 
ſtood this promiſe, as if a miraculous Provi- 
dence was to impart the comforts and conye- 
niences of the preſent life, to good and pious 
men, without any endeavours of their own 
to obtain them. The promiſe is fully made 
good, if God, moved by their early piety, 
interefteth himſelf, as no doubt he will, to 
give, what he is fo able to give, a ſucceſ5- 
ful iſſue to theſe endeavours. This promiſe 
erefore can be no good argument, why 
men engaged in the low and ſervile occupa- 
tions of life, ſhould be taken off from an at- 
tendance upon them, even for the ſake of 
ſerving God upon thoſe days of the week, 
ns 2 which 
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which his commands, and the occaſions of 


civil ſociety, require them to 'employ in the 


-exerciſe of their worldly callings. 


Thoſe few good and pious men, who make 
it their practice to attend the publick Service 
twice a day, either at their own. or at ſome 
other church in their neighbourhood, as the 
different hour for it in different e may 


beſt ſuit their worldly affairs, uſually meet 


with much the fame number and fett of 
people at them all; running from church to 
church, it may be, two or three times every 
morning and evening throughout the week ; 
by this means, in a manner taking up the 
whole day in this attendance ; eſpecially at the 
doors of the church, as if they expected to 
get a livelibocd by it, from the alms of other 
frequenters df the daily Service; who are ge- 
nerally diſpoſed to add Charity to their Picty. 
Now here it may be aſk*d, whether there 
be any real Religion in all this attendance of 
theſe poor People? Why I anſwer, firſt, 
that I know of no laws of God or men, that 
have made ſuch an attendance their duty: 
And whether they thus attend more to ſerve 
God than themſelves, muſt be left to their 
ronſciences. I will rather conclude the for- 
mer of theſe ; as I would not diſcourage any 
thing that has but the appearance of good.— 
Not to give this for another reaſon, becauſe 
if we were to diſcourage this attendance in 
theſe Poor; it is to be feared many of our 


churches would ſometimes want a. congrega- 
tion. : | But 
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may ſometimes be the caſe, there, I will 
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But yet, I anſwer further, that if any of 
them have family: concerns, that at ſuch times 
require their: application and labour; this at- 
tendance in,them at different Churches on the 
ſame Service over and over again, is ſo far 
from deſerving commendation, that it de- 
ſerves to be blamed. | 

Probably, the fincere and well-diſpoſ- 
ed part of theſe poor People, — 
thus often upon Common Prayer, 2 out 
of a principle of devotion; may been 
led to imagine it their duty ſo to do, from the 
literal import of thoſe Scripture that 
ſpeak of praying without ceafing, and the 
like—but theſe, we have ſeen, are fairly ca- 

pable of a leſs rigid conſtruction... + 

And it is obſervable that our Church her- 


ſelf, at the time ſhe appointed a daily Ser- 


vice; has required every Member of it 
« daily to do his duty in that ſtation of life 
in which Providence has placed him. 
Where both theſe may be done, there, no 
doubt, ſhe requires both: and becauſe. ſhe 
has required both, ſhe muſt take it for grant- 
ed, that both may be done, very conſiſtently 
with each other : but where they cannot, as 
res 
fume to pronounce for her, ſhe gives daily 
neceſſary labour the preference to her daily 
Service. _ | 
A Service which, it may reaſonably be un- 
derſtood, was principally intended by her for 
the uſe of perſons bleſſed by God with. great 


leiſure ; 
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36 An Ess AV onthe daily Service 
leiſure; many of them, perhaps, with an en- 
tire freedom from ſecular employments; hav- 
ing their ubole time at their own command, 
or little or no part of it taken up in the em- 
ployments of the world: or bleſſed with ſuch 
an affiuence of fortune, as puts them above 
the neceſſity of getting their daily bread by 
their daily labour. Gratitude to their great 
Benefactor, the Providence of God; muſt 
PFC \ 
iſure he has given them, in his ſervice ; in ſ 
which alſo x 4 will find both their preſent c 
and future account: eſpecially at the ap- c 
proach of that great change which they are 
ere long to make. | 
| 

{ 

| 


And here, my Brethren, I cannot but take 
the occaſion. to ſpeak: of a pions practice of 
ſome amongſt Yau, much to their praiſe ; 
wha, after they have obtained a reaſonable 
fortune, by the bleſſing of God upon their 
honeſt induſtry in Trade, have in the advance, 
or towards* the cloſe of life, retired : not | 
from the world, but yet from the hurry and 
buſineſs of it: (A retirement that has been 
no ſmall Argument in them of a grateful 
and contented mind) purpoſely to enjoy more 
opportunity and leiſure for practiſing the one 
| thing needful : for religious exerciſes; for 
[| examining aud proving, according to the ad- 
[| vice of the Apoſtle, their own ſelves : after 
| they have examined and proved, and fettled 
| to their ſatisfaction, their worldly accounts. 
[ In a word, for a more conſtant and uninter- 


rupted 


of the Church of England. 37 
rupted attendance upon the Service of the 
| Church, on the week-days as well as on the 
Lord's day. An attendance which a multi- 
plicity of buſineſs will be exceedingly apt, as 
they muſt haye found, to prevent. A” 
Indeed, a life thus retired: is beſt fitted, as 
for other religious duties, ſo particularly for 
a daily attendance, where opportunity is giv- 
en of attending daily, upon the publick de- 
votions: — Such an attendance, how much 
ſoever to be wiſhed, is hardly to be expect- 
ed from men of very great worldly buſineſs, 
of great publick employments, and of gene- 
ral and large acquaintances. The keeping 
up a conſtant intercourſe either with the rad- 
ing, or with what is commonly called the 
polite world, will unavoidably occaſion ſome 
letts and hindrances, even to men the beſt 
diſpoſed to give it: and in ſuch cafes we muſt 
be content, provided they are but ſome. 
It is admitted then, that letts and hindran- 
ces will unavoidably happen, to men the beſt 
diſpoſed to give a daily attendance upon the 
daily devotions z eſpecially where the common 
hour for them, as muſt be the caſe in Pa- 
ri/pes, is fix'd and ſtated, and is and muſt be 
one and the ſame to all the Inhabitants. 
However, men of Families and Fortunes 
(whoſe place of abode is uſually at ſome dif- 
tance from the parochial place of worſhip) 
may eaſily obviate this inconveniency, with 
reſpect to themſelves and Families, by pro- 
lng for their uſs dombick Chopels, (as 
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ſome of them to their honour have done, and 


all may do) for the celebration of the daily 


Service; at a ſett hour, but yet to be varied 
by them as any urgent occaſion may require. 

Beſides theſe Chapels, bleſſed be God, there 
are alſo private Houſes, in which good and 
pious perſons, of the other ſex eſpecially, 
true lovers of the Church of England, and of 
her daily Service, have it y and duly 
performed, by their own Miniſters, or by the 
miniſtration of ſome other perſons in Holy 
Orders, every day of the week, for the ule of 
themſelves and Servants; when deprived of 
the opportunity of joining more publickly 
in it, either through infirmities of age, or by 
ſome other unavoidable cauſes. 

So that, after all, perhaps, theſe things 
conſider'd, the caſe of the daily Service of our 
Church may not be altogether ſo bad, as our 
zeal for, or as our enemies zeal againſt it, 

-repreſent. 

„in truth, this: Service (one great ex- 
celleney of it) is admirably contrived, as well 
for private as for publick uſe: and the more 
men accuſtom themſelves to the firſt of theſe 
uſes, the better qualified and difpoſed will 
they be to make the laſt uſe of it. So far is 
an habitual acquaintance with it in the fam! 
or in the cloſet, from cauſing any diſlike to, 
or contempt of it in the congregation. 

A Service always to be ſpoken of u 


_ gratitude, by every Member of the Church; 


as reaching out upto them 3 
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ving by it. — A 
Service, always to be ſpoken of to the bo- 
nour of our Church; as a proviſion for the 
Devotions of her People peculiar to her: in- 
aſmuch as daily publick worſhip is no-where, 


that I know of, kept up amongſt any of the 


various Sects of Diſſenters from her commu- 
nion. (Of all which ſects it may, I truſt, 
with truth be here averr'd that the farther 
their way of worſhip recedes from the manner 
and form of worſhip preſcribed by our 
Church, the — 40,5 they make to 
Enthuſiaſm,” and uſually are the firſt follow- 
ers, if not the ringleaders of it.) 

And yet ſome them, though de- 
Nicute of this daily means of Divine Grace, 
have had the aſſurance to found their ſepa- 
ration from us, upon a pretence of greater 
edification to be met with in their Meetings 
than in our Churches. 

Now as theſe very men readily allow there 
is nothing walawful in the terms of our 
Communion, nothing ſinful in our daily 
Service; in Chriſtian Charity we invite, we 
intreat them to come conſtantly, ſince they 
can come occa/tonally, to it; and ſince they 
have no daily publick worſhip: of their own 
to go to. Let them come, in imitation of 
the Conformity of many of their Teachers, 
and ſeriouſly and devoutly join in it; _— and 
then ſay, upon their on conviction and ex- 
whether great edification and grea 


d impronement, i no u bo rope | 
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from ſuch an uſe of our daily publick Ser- 
Vice. | | 

A Service (I am conſtrained to mention it) 
that by the pious liberality of the Pariſhio- 
ners of this «ited Pariſh, has been perform- 
ed in it no leſs than tree times 4 day through- 
out the year. — And as ye, my Brethren, 
are liberal Contributors, to give, as well 
Inmates and Lodgers amongſt yourſelves, as 
other Perſons and Pariſhes (for which they 
are your debtors in Chriſt) opportunities of 
joining thus often in the publick Service; it 
will be preſumed and expected of you, of 
you eſpecially, that ye readily and conſtantly 
make uſe of them yourſelves. For ſhould 
ye (forgive the ſuppoſition) neglect to em- 

race the opportunities which ye give others, 
and which they embrace, would ye not be a 
reproach unto yourſelves? and would not 
your Liberality in this reſpect. be thought to 
have more of -oftentation than of true piety 
in it? ſo far, I mean, as all or any of you 
may have real leiſure to attend, and yet neg- 
left it. For no doubt there is a merit in 
reaching out to others, who have leiſure, 
theſe opportunities, though ye yourſelves 
ſhould have none to embrace them. 

And yet, methinks, where Members of 
the Church of England have, as by the ſitua- 
tion of your church ye have, the maſ con- 
venient opportunities of joining, twice at leaſt 
every day throughout the year, in the pub- 
lick Service z it may be cxpettrd, that few 
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of you will be ſo far engaged in neceſſary 
buſineſs as to be deprived by it of reaſonable 


41, 


leiſure for joining one, if not doth. parts of 
the day in it. 

This it is readily confeſſed, is done by 
ſome of you z but more, many mote, might 
be added to the number; for, to ſpeak the 
truth with a freedom, I truſt, not unbecom- 
ing a Miniſter of the Goſpel, your ſpiritual 
Paſtor, upon ſuch an occaſion to ſpeak it; I 
cannot refrain from taking this publick no- 
tice to you, my Brethren, (at the fame time 
allowing you all your juſt commendations) 
how ſhamefully ſmall the number of frequent» 


ers of the publick Service, upon the week - 


days, is am you; even ſo nl, — 
was it not for attendance of 


thoſe very few, of other Pariſnes; we _ 


ſometimes want even ſuch a Congregation as 
our Lord deſcribes' in thoſe words of his in 
St Matthew xviii. 20. when he faith, that 
where two or three are gathered together in 
his name, there be is in the midſt of them. 

Comfortable words, no doubt, to the daily 


frequenters of the daily Service; words that 
carry with them a ſtrong motive to their 


perſeverance - in this - pious practice: words 
that ſupply the Miniſters of the Goſpel (whoſe 
duty it is to attend continually on this very 
thing) with a powerful reaſon againſt 
wearied out, againſt being quite diſhearten 
from all further celebration of the daily Ser- 


nts the total a | 


—— 


— 22 45+ amy <4 ra tn > 4 > -- 


42 An Es%Av on the daily Service 
of their People upon it. Words that are, 
both to Paſtor and Flock, a great argument 
for the continuance of the daily Service, tho! 
fo ſmall is the number of the daily frequent. 
ers of it. In ſhort, words that carry with 
them a mighty encouragement to Chriſtians 
in general, to aſſemble themſclves together 
for daily worſhi 
And yet all theſe confidernions admitted, 
ſtill they are words, that at the ſame time 
carry with them likewiſe a ſevere rebuke of 
all thoſe that neglect it. For the fair and na- 
tural inference from them is this ; that, if 
where-no more than two' or three are gather- 
ed r for this worſhip, there, never. 
theleſs, Chriſt is in the midſt of them; - how 
much rather, 3 the numbers are far more 
eonſiderable? —, — — my Brethren, ye do 
not mnt ham ee jeſſed Lord; as if two 
or three of you were to be a religions Com: 
mittee for your whole Pariſh ?; 

© Beſides, by the way, the imo when this 
was ſpoken by him, deſerves to be confider- 
ed. It was ata time, before the Chriſtian 
Church was eftabliſhed ; when the number of 

ans was comparatively few, even fo 

few, that two or three might be ſuppoſed to | 
bear ſome ion to the whole num 
At leaſt at a time, long before it was taken, 
as it now is, into the protection of the civil 
Muagiſtrate; and whole Nations, this 
many others, are become Cbriſtian. An 
when they are ſo, the number two or three, 
wt 77 
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in any populous — mem) proportion to 
n_— number of Inhabuants'; in which 
ER es 
ſo m 5. 
2 that number, ——_—_— of two 
or three ſingle Perſonm is all, is the whole 
— that at this time of day, in 2 
Chriſtian, in a Proteſtant country, compo» 
ſes a Chriſtian C ion, upon a week- 
day, in the very heart of this z 
for ſhame, and to our ſhame be it ſpoken ; 
when a greater number than this may reaſon- 
ably be to join daily in private Far 
mily Devotion. Nay, I make no doubt, but 
that a greater number of Chriſtians aſſemble 
daily for Chriſtian even in countries 
where Chriſtianity, inſtead of being the Re- 
ligion of them, is but connived at, is at moſt 
but tolerated; nay,” where it may be under 
perſecution from, inſtead of enjoying the 


protection of Staten. 4 
Thoſe amongſt you, my Brethren, who at- 
—U—ᷓ— — 


you who are neceſſarily engaged in worldly 
buſineſs at that hour of the day at which 1 
am uſually preſent, and till hindered by an 
ill ſtate of health, have uſually cia . 
not at all included in this complaint. 
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od beſt of my recollection) J profeſs untg 


„I have not ſeen within your church. 


doors, either at the Mornirig or Evening 
week-day ſervice, lo! for theſe fiftzen year; 
toget ber. N 
Theſe things, Brethren, ſurely ought no. 
fo to be. — Brethren, by name and outward 
profeſſion, and Fellow-members by admiſ- 
ſion, into the beſt and pureſt Church in the 
Chriſtian world; and yet habitual. and con- 
ſtant abſenters from her daily worſhip. 
And whilſt I am blaming you for that, for 
which ſurely ye are juſtly to be blamed, for 
your daily neglect of the daily Service; how 
ſhall I acquit you of blame on another ac- 
count? I mean, on account of your neglect- 
ing to bring your Children to church for Pub- 
lick Baptiſm ? Conſidering, and F here con- 
fider it, ' only by the way, the manifold op- 
portunities ye have of doing this with great 
eaſe and conveniency to yourſelves, and with 
great ſafety to your Children; and all this, 
in conſequence of the celebratiom of the daily 
Service in your church; always twice, ſome- 
times thrice a day, throughout the year. 
_ Lived ye, my Brethren, at any diſtance 
from your Pariſh Church, or was the daily 
Service performed but rarely at it, there might 
be ſome ſhadow of excuſe for you; but ſure- 
ly perſons in your caſe and circumſtances muſt 
be utterly inexcuſable : and the more blame- 
worthy are you, becauſe hereby ye ſet a very 
bad example to Country Pariſhes, = 
1-444 'or 
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For what reaſon, think you, did "hag 
rents of the Child Feſus. bring him into the 
Temple to be preſented unto the Lord? Might 
he not have been ſo preſented any where elſe; 
at the Inn or Stable wherein he was barn? 
with as much propriety as Baptiſin (by which 
Infants are ꝓreſented unto. the ) be * 


formed, as it ſometimes is —·̈ JE 8 
or ſoot 


an Inn, r 

Parents will have it ſo: 

Order, though contrary —— common ale 
oftentimes to common ? 

Nor is this, — Wan an nts 
any excurſion from my ſubject: For were ye, 
my Brethren, once. to become frequenters of 
the daily Service, few, I am faded, if 
any of you, would aſk. of us ſo abſurd a 
thing,. as is the miniſtration of publi Bap- 
tiſm (appointed to be adminiſter'd in the 
Congregation, and no where elſe) in ram 
private houſes. 

And I am therefore perſwaded of this, — 
cauſe I obſerve, that none amongſt you, ex- 
7 thoſe few, who are conſtant frequenters 


it, take any. care to bring their Children - 


to church for 'Bapkiſan They that are obe- 
dient to one of che Orders of the Church, 
will not be diſobedient to the other Order of 
it. I entreat you to lay this point ſeriouſly 
to heart; and may God give his bleſſing to 
it, and to your reflections upon it. 
The moſt likely way to recover men to 2 


eee duty or of that, _— 


, 
- 
” 
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the ſubject of this Eſſay, and to which I now 
return, is for the principal and leading men 


in a Pariſh fitſt to {et the example; and in- 


feriors, always fond of imitating their bets 
ters, will be ready to follow it. 
And by this means, in time, an attendance 
upon the daily Service may become as much 
a faſhion and cuftom as any other: and ſure- 
ly a more /audable one it would be, than moſt 
of the common cuſtorns and faſhions of the 
age are. There are at certain ſeas 
ſons of the year frequented by ſome of you, 
ny Brethren, (even places for publick amuſe- 
ments, as well as for reſtoring health) witneſs 
Bath and Tunbridge, where-this, in fact, is 


the caſe ; where a non- attendance on the dais 


ly Service has been, and I truſt ftill is, ac- 
counted a diſreputable thing; a ſenndalout 
and am offenſive ſingularity. 

Indeed there is one part of the day (with 


great pleaſure I here take notice of it) in 


which ſuch numbers of both ſexes uſually 
" uent the daily Service at your church, as 
deſerve 3 * 
Chriſtian Congregation. A very comforta 

fight this ; 7 a glorious, becauſe often- 
times a very great appearance in the houſe of 
God : ſo great, that I have known it far ex- 
ceed the number of worſhippers in it, cven 
upon a Lord's day. Here both Mafter and 
Servant may meet together, after they have 
diſcharged the duties of their reſpective rela- 


tions in their worldly callings. Here the 


induſtrious 


Err 
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induſtrious Trader, whom neceſlaty bullet 
may have hinder'd from attending at any 


other part of the day, finds, leifure to attend 
xt this; and before he meets his Nei 


Perhaps 
have ſeen his Maſter ; though 2 with 
the toil and —_— 7 


Mercy : 

Church forvall forts and conditions » of -t men. 
Here, according to the command of St James, 
the age pray pi for a deliverance from 
their affliction, or for patience to ſupport 

them under it. Here the merry in heart 
ing Pſalms of thankſgiving to God, the 
the fountain of their chearfulneſs and mirth. 
— Yea, ace to the advice of St Paul, 
the word of God dwelleth plenteoufly in the 
whole Congregation ;z pious men and. pious 
vomen 9 a cafe axis to bed, 
before they have recommended both — 
* 


ay oe 


a * 
* 
— 
. — — 
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Body to the divine protection, in the ſcrvie 
of the Temple. Wy | 
And, I truſt, my beloved Chriſtian Bye 
thren, that ye (ye, by whoſe Liberality, much 
to your honour be it ſpoken, publick Prayer MW whi 
at this hour is entirely ſupported) are of thi tive 
number; that ye contribute your juſt prof r 
portion at leaſt towards it. It would be 1 wit 
great reflection upon you, greater upon you and 
than upon any others, to be wanting in your tha 
attendance ; eſpecially as it is to be given a pul 
a leiſure hour, at ſeven in the Evening: and ing 
when conſiderable numbers from more diſtan wo 
can and do give theirs, cul 
But, conſiderable as they uſually are, the ble 
Tradition of your Pariſh tells me, they have ma 
been in former days, I wiſh I could not per-IlÞ the 
ceive it alſo in my own, far more ſo. — The to 
decreaſe, it becomes me to conclude, has not | 
been owing ſo much to a non-attendance in tio! 
you, as to the general neglect of the werk th: 
day publick worſhip, which is daily increa-W ow 
ing throughout this City. _ yet 
Men that urge bu/ine/5 in excuſe. for their an) 
non-attendance at ſuch hours of the day gr. 
are uſually taken up in bufineſs, muſt not be thi 
allowed this excuſe at an hour when the bult-W to! 
neſs of the day is over, with great numbers cal 
at leaſt of the working and trading part d 
them. ne 19 
And here, having mentioned your pious 
Liberality, employ'd in ſupporting the * 
12 04 ic 
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one reflection from it; which is this, — that 
though many and great are the Charities with 
which this City abounds , yet few, compara- 
tively, are the publick acts of Piety, and of 
a religious zeal, like this of yours, to be met 
with in it. And yet, what could a good 
and pious man do more pleaſing to God, 
than by promoting this inſtitution of a daily 
publick worſhip by the Church? If build- 
ing a Synagogue, or place for performing this 
worſhip in, merited from the Jets a parti- 
cular recommendation of the Centurion to our 
bleſſed Lord; can Chriſtians think, that the 
making ſome proviſion for the ſupport of 
the worſhip itſelf, can be leſs acceptable un- 
to him ? | 

Should it be ſaid, That the daily celebra- 
tion of the daily Service is already made by 
the Church the parochial Miniſter's duty: I 


own, as opportunity ſerveth, it is. — And 


yet, ſurely, ſhe has not excluded him from 
any temporal conſideration, that the pious 
gratitude of the People, daily frequenters of 
this worſhip, may be diſpoſed to make him 


for it; eſpecially in @ City, the too common 


cale in Cities, where his legal income, in lieu 


of Tyrhes, bears ſo great a diſproportion to 


the circumſtances of its Inhabitants. | 
Ye, my Brethren, (I cannot mention it too 


often to your honour) as to the Evening 
Prayer, and as to a great part of the Morning. 
| D r 


of the Church of England. 49 


lick Prayers every Evening throughout the 
year, give me leave to take occaſion to make 


— 1 
— 1 —_ 
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too, ſupply the want of ſuch a Donation x 
a parochial expence. An example, like ma- 
ny of yours, worthy of the imitation of other 
Pariſhes in this City, and more eſpecially of 
Pariſhes in the Suburbs of it; which are ſo 
much larger than yours, and conſiſt, many 
of them, chiefly of poor working People: 
ſome at leaſt of which would, no doubt, be 
glad of a convenient opportunity, after the 
laborious work of the day was done, to cloſe 
the night with joining in the publick Devo- 
tions: others would be brought to it from 
the example of their neighbours, 


III. Which leads me to take notice, as was 
propoſed in the third place, of advantage; 
and good effets (beſides thoſe which have 
been already incidentally mentioned) arg 

rom an attendance on the daily Service. — 
And ſurely very great ones are to be expect- 
ed from it. The minds of men, of the com- 
mon people in particular, might thereby, 
through uſe and habit, be brought to a berter 
ſenſe of Religion, and to more ſerious diſpo- 
ſitions and thoughts, than what at preſent roo 
many of them ſeem to have. 

By accuſtoming themſelves to call upon the 
name of the Lord in the Congregation, they 
would, no doubt of it, by degrees, be brought 
to abſtain from that abominable cuſtom, 
which at this day, and never more than at 
bis, prevails ſo much amongft the loweſt 
Jort of the people, of profanely curſing and 


ſwearing 
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earing by that holy Name, almoſt with 
every breath they breathe. A wicked prac- 
tice, which frequenters of the daily Service, 
amongſt the /oweft degrees of men, are ſel- 


dom, if ever guilty of. — The very attend- 


ance upon it, if they attend with any degree 
of ſeriouſneſs, muſt be a check upon them, 
and a guard againſt it. 

Again, there are, I am afraid, too many 
inſtances of perſons caſually attending the 
publick worſhip upon the Lord's day, but 
conſtantly neglecting it upon the week-days 
who by their deportment too plainly diſco- 
ver, they give nothirig more than a bare at- 
rendance, than a bodily preſence at it, They 
literally go to church; not as to a place of 
publick worſhip, but as to a you of publick 
reſort : for they put not on ſo much as the 
appearance of worſhippers, but behave at it 
much in the ſame, if not in a worſe manner, 
than they do at a common Aſſembly. 

Now one end of making this remark, is 
to introduce the following from it ; that there 
are few, if any, to be met with, among per- 
ſons frequenting the publick worſhip upon the 
week-days, who are ſubject to this charge: 
by a daily attendance they have gained an 
habit of being, what frequenters of the pub- 
lick worſhip ought always to be, ſerious and 
deveut, as much at one time as at another; 
always reſorting to the houſe of Go bp, con- 


ſidered and reſpected by them as the houſe of 
D2 And 


Prayer. 
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And when men reſort to it under this con, 
ſideration and reſpect, they will of courſe be 
upon their guard againſt inattention and ab-. 
ſence of thought ;' they will of courſe look 
upon themſelves as intereſted, and as having 
a ſhare and part in the 2 ſervice: and 


not behave with the indifference of unconcern- 


ed Spettators, or with the indecency of pro- 


fane Libertines. 


Nay, I will venture one ſtep farther, upon 
the ſtrength of this remark, and undertake to 


anſwer for it, that we ſhould ſoon perceive 


leſs lukewarmneſs, and leſs want of fervency, 
than we now do, in our Congregations «po 
the Lord's day; in caſe the daily Service was 
more generally frequented than it is: ſince 
the preſent frequenters of it, few in number, 
are, almoſt all to a man, very ſerious and 
devour, 

It was before obſerved, that a conſtant neg- 
let of the publick worſhip on the Lord's 
day, would very likely be attended with a 
conſtant negle& of it on the week-days. — 
And not unlikely is it, for a conſtant neglect 
of it on the as to introduce a pro- 
portionable neglect of it, even on the Lord's 
day; ſo natural is the tranſition from tran!- 
greſſion to tranſgreſſion, from the breach of 
one duty to the breach of another; of a leſs 
to a greater, eſpecially when they are both of 
the ſame kind. | 

Thus much at leaſt may be averr'd upon 
the authority of experience — that, generally 

+ ſpeaking, 
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ſpeaking, the moſt conſtant frequenters of 
* publick worſhip on the week days, are 
alſo the moſt conſtant frequenters of it, and 
of the holy Communion upon the Lord's day : 
they that can find leiſure for the former, will 
very ſeldom, it ever, give themſelves leave 
to want it for the latter. 5 | 

Yea farther ; Amongſt the daily frequent- 
ers of the publick worſhip, thoſe of them, I 
mean, who frequent it upon a principle f 
conſcience, and out of a ſenſe of duty, there 
are uſually more perſons of common honeſty 
than are to be found in conſtant and wilful 

lecters of it. Theſe latter, in their inter- 
courſe and traffick with the world, too often 
diſcover that they act upon no principle, but 
allow themſelves leave to make all advantages 
of the ignorance, credulity, and: neceſſity of 
their neighbours. e 

Again; rare, if any, is the inſtance of a 
whoremonger, or of an adulterer, or of a com- 
mon druntard, to be ſeen in a frequenter of 
the daily Service: the devout attendance up- 
on it, is a great preſervative againſt theſe 
great and crying ſins, which men no ſooner 
indulge themſelves in, but they arè uſually 
obſerved to withdraw from our religious Aſ- 


ſemblies. Indeed, there is good reaſon for 


us to expect of devout frequenters of the 
daily worſhip, that as they live more godly, 
they will alſo live more /oberly and more 
rigbteouſly than other men do. 

n D 3 2. More- 


rality has often relieved tog. 


Service, in the midſt of the celebration of it. 
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Moreover, it has been before obſerved 
of frequenters of the daily Service, that, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, they demean themſelves at 
church with more decency, and with a greater 
appearance of a ſenſe of Piety upon their 
minds, than men accuſtomed to neglect the 
publick Service, in caſe they at any time at- 
tend upon it, are obſerved to do. 

And as a ſpecimen and farther proof of 
the truth of this obſervation, I appeal to the 
behaviour of perſons at the Evening Service 
at your own church. It has, I dare ſay, done 
your hearts good, yea, if they have any ſceds 
of a religious joy in them, it has tranſported 
them greatly, to behold the pious zeal with 
which many (of the poorer {ort not a few) 
have attended upon it. And who can be 


' Careleſs and unconcerned, whilſt theſe are ſo 


devout ? Devout Beggars for mercy and 
pardon, whom God for Chriſt's ſake will re- 
lieve ; and whom, I truſt, your pious Libe- 


Indeed, to do our City churches juſtice, 
there is, it muſt be owned, at all times a far 
greater appearance of decency and devotion in 
them, than is uſually to be met with in Cour- 
try congregations z; in ſome of which, whe- 
ther through ignorance or obſtinacy, a moſt 
ſhameful diſregard is ſhewn to the publick 


But to return to the point we were upon 
If the loweſt ſort of the People in and about 


this 


F the Church of England. 8 
00 this City, were once accuſtomed to the reli- 

gious practice of cloſing the day with 1e 
Evening Service, at an hour after their daily 

work was done; as they would have leſs lei- 

ſure, ſo would they be leſs /ikely to waſte the | 
" remaining part of it at Ale-houſes or Gin- | 
ſhops, or the like places of riot and expence : 
yea, as a further good effect of this attend- | 
of ance, they would be more inclinable to re- 
he turn from church to their own houſes : and 

as a {till better effect of it, by the bleſſing of 

God, it might be a means of introducing 

d Family Devotion there: - A devotion which, 

od I am afraid, very few families make ule of, 

th that live in an entire neglect of the daily Ser- 

Vice. 

* Another great advantage and uſe of ſuch 

6 opportunities given to. the lower ranks of the 

0 People of attending upon the publick Ser- 


4 vice, after the buſineſs of the day is over, or 
X before it begins, would in all probability be 

his; it would keep them Ready in their con- 
, formity and attachments to the eſtabliſbed 
* Church. Men are naturally biaſſed in favour 
* of that which they have long accuſtomed 


© themſelves to; and if the daily Service, by 


means of a due attendance upon it, once be- 


f comes familiar to them, they will not eaſily 
k be drawn off from it into Entbuſiaſin or 
Schiſm. 
. Upon theſe conſiderations, as well the pru- 
r dence as the piety of the Church is conſpicu- 
a ous, in appointing a daily Service. For in 


D 4 nothing 
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nothing are men more apt to run into de/g- 
ion, than in matters of Religion. That is 
every man's concern, and every man is na- 
turally addicted to it. Devotions of ſome 
ſort or other, however wild or enthuſiaſtick, 
the common People at leaſt, always have had, 
and always will have. Even in times of 
the groſſeſt Ignorance, there have been great, 
moſt probably the greateſt Superſtitions. — 
And what is ſuperſtition, but Religion in ex- 
ce, but Religion in a phrenſy ? It was high- 
ly expedient therefore, that daily opportuni- 
ties ſhould be provided them of joining in a 
found and rational worſhip, in a worſhi 
worthy of a reaſonable creature. - And fuch, 
I will venture to fay, is the Church of Eng- 
land Service; as better drawn up than any 
publick form of worſhip in any National 
Church throughout Chriſtendom ; to guard 
the mind againſt Enthuſia ſin on the one hand, 
and Indevotion on the other. — But this by 
the way. 

Bleſſed be God for the opportunities that 
are reached out in this City and Suburbs, of 
enjoying the celebration of the daily Service; 
eſpecially the Evening, at an hour when the 
laborious duties of the day may be preſumed 
to be at an end. 

And is it not greatly to be wiſhed, that 
there were more, many more of theſe oppor- 
tunities, than there yet are; and that they 
were to be had at churches ſituated at conve- 
nient diſtances one from another; that an at- 

tendance 
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tendance might be paid with leſs inconveni- 
ency to their reſpective Inhabitants, and to 
perſons of neighbouring Pariſhes?._..I am apt 
to think, that had this been the caſe, there 
had been much leſs likelihood or danger of 
ſceing the inferior ſort of our people ſeduced 
in the manner they have of late been, into 
unlicenſed Tabernacles and Conventicles, thoſe 
ſeminaries of confuſion and diforder, that, 
to the ridicule of all Religion, as well as to 
the diſcouragement and diſgrace both of the 
Eſtabliſhment and of the Toleration, are daily 
multiplying in this City, and in the Suburbs 
of it. 

How- great the want of opportunities of 
joining in the daily, eſpecially the Evening 
Service, is in ſeveral large Pariſhes, within 
the Bills of Mortality, will, I conceive, a 
pear plainly, from a curſory view of — 7. Lo 
preſent State of the daily Prayers — ſubjoined 
to this Eſſay; upon which State, compared 
with thole taken and publiſhed in the years 
1703 and 1732, ſeveral, perhaps not unuſe- 
ful Reflections, might be made; which, ne- 
vertheleſs, to avoid the invidiouſneſs of the 
compariſon, and the ſwelling this ſmall Tract 
into a Volume, have been omitted. 

The Act for building Fifty new Churches 
in and about this Metropolis, was a glorious 
Act, greatly to the honour of Goo, and in 
ſubordination to that end of it, greatly to the 
honour of the times in which it paſſed. And 


had the pious intention of it been completed, 
D 5 the 
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the opportunities of giving attendance upon 
the daily Service muſt, in all probability, 
have been greatly increaſed by it. | 

Theſe, my Brethren, are ſuch conſidera- 
tions in favour of the daily publick Worſhip, 
and ſuch arguments and proofs of the good 
effects ariſing and to be expected from it, as 
will, I truſt, by the bleſſing of Gop, have 
their due influence upon you, by reſtoring a 
more general and conſtant attendance amongſt 
you. 


IV. To all which it may not be improper 
to ſubjoin (the fourih thing propoſed ) 4 
reply to ſuch reaſons, pleas and pretences, 
(beſides the general one, of Buſineſs) as may, 
notwithſtanding all that has been ſaid, weigh 
with ſome men to withhold their attendance 
from it. | 

And firſt, one reaſon may be, not becauſe 
they are hinder'd from giving this attendance 
by buſineſs ; but for fear it ſhould be an hin- 
drance to buſineſs: that is, for fear they 
ſhould be looked upon by the men of the 
world, as perſons having little or no bulinels 
in it; fince they have time enough upon their 
hands to ſpare ſome, though it be but a very 
ſmall part of it, for the daily Service: And 
rather than incur this ſuſpicion, they chooſe 
to ſtay totally away from it ; though the ve- 
ry time which they might employ in that 
ſervice, it may be, they are ſo far from ſpend- 
ing in the proſecution of any bu/ineſs, oO 

they 
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they are throwing it away in perfect idle- 


neſs. A8. 
Nos it is plain from theſe mens way of 
reaſoning, and from the whole tenor of their 


. excuſe, that they had much rather 2 in the 
q world for men of great worldly buſineſs in it, 
1 than for men conſtant and regular at the 


daily Devotions. — Sure I am, there is great 4 
, worldly-mindedneſs at the bottom of it. And {| 
i yet ſurely, there is but very little weight in | 
it, even as a worldly plea. For I ſhould 
imagine, that this attendance, inftead of im- 


T plying a want of buſineſs, ſhould be an ar- 
4 gument of it; ſhould, among ſerious and 
i good men, be a means of increaſing and pro- 
, moting it; and, in the end, remove the con- 
h ſtruction the plea is calculated to avoid. 
* Regularity and pundtuality in obſerving 
ſtated times of publick Devotion, would be 
þ like to yield this concluſion in the minds of 
- thoſe who took notice of it ; that men thus 
* punctual and regular in ſpiritual, muſt be 
y alike punctual and regular in their /ecular 
6 concerns : that as they made a conſcience of 
5 thus paying their duty to Go b, they muſt be 
r alike conſcientious in the diſcharge of their 
y duty to men. — And never yet was it made 
4 an argument, even by the moſt irreligious 
2 man alive, againſt employing his neighbour 
5 in any truſt, or againſt dealing with him in 
t the bufineſs of his profeſſion or trade, be- 
cauſe he had the character of a man of ſincere 


c Piety, — Quite otherwiſe; it may be an help, 
but 
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but never can be a neceſſary hindrance to him 
in his worldly affairs. | 


This is the firſt part of my anſwer to the 
concluſion of theſe men, by which they in- 


fer, that they muſt paſs in the world for men 


of no worldly buſineſs, if they can find lei- 


| ſure to attend upon the daily Devotions. 
By which anſwer, I would by no means 
be underſtood to ſay, that neceſſary worldly 
buſineſs is at all times and at all adventures 
to be poſtponed or neglected, rather than 
men of Profeſſions and Trades ſhould at azy 
time, or upon any occaſion, be wanting in 
their attendance upon the publick week-day 
Devotions. So far am I from ſaying this, 
that I have ſaid rather the reverſe of it; 
namely, that neceſſary worlely buſineſs, where 
an attendance at the daily publick Devotions 
would unavoidably hinder the proſecution of 
it, is to late place of them. 

To explain myſelf further by putting a 
cale — Suppoſe a Phyſician was to be {ent 
for to a Patient, juſt at the hour for daily 
Prayers in his own Pariſh ; no man fſurcly 
would ſay, that his attendance upon the Sc 
ought to be deferr'd, till he had firſt attend- 
ed upon thoſe Praycrs. 

Neither can it be ſuppoſed to have been 
the intention of the Church, in providing a 
daily worſhip, to expect that every Member 
ſhould, every day of his life, give his attend- 
ance upon it. — No ſuch thing. 

| Never- 
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Nevertheleſs, this at leaft I apprehend muſt 
be underſtood to be her intent and meaning z 


that none of her Members, who have oppor- 
tunity and leifure of attending, ſhould allow 
themſelves leave commonly or conſtantly, much 
leſs every day of their lives, to neglect it. 
That which was intended for univerſal 
uſe, muſt be made uſe of, by every indi- 
vidual man; by ſome more frequently than 
by others, according to the difference of their 
circumſtances and ſituations in life: but yet 
is by none to be wholly and entirely neglect- 
ed; juſt as if there was no ſuch Order for 
daily publick Prayer at all. 

Thus much might ſuffice by way of an- 
ſwer to the plea of ſuch men, as induſtriouſ- 
ly avoid giving attendance - on the daily Ser- 
vice; not ſo much becauſe it is an hindrance 
to buſineſs, as becauſe it carries with it a ſuſ- 
picion of their want of buſineſs. 

This I am perſwaded oftentimes is the ſe- 
cret, though not the avowed reaſon, of the 
abſence of men of Profeſſions and Trades 
from the daily Service. 

And becauſe it is ſo, let me purſue m 
anſwer to it a ſtep further, by aſking theſ: 
men, Why (think they) do Hypocrites at- 
t:nd the publick worſhip, but becaufe they 
find their worldly account init? And if bad 
men find their worldly account in it, good 
and pious men, men attending upon a ſincere 
principle of Piety, how much rather ? The 
one make their worldly intereſt the * of 

eir 
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their attendance ; the other do not make ba. 


their end, but yet equally find their worldly 
account in attending. For whatever is the 


motive, the ect, as it regards any worldly 


advantage, muſt be much the ſame, 

Upon the whole, was it once the general 
practice of Chriſtians, ordinarily to frequent 
the daily Service; ſuch a practice would ef. 
fectually deſtroy this wretched plea : ina: 
much as it is founded only on the preſent 
general diſuſe of the practice. And it would 
then as much affect a man's character, as 4 


man of buſineſs, to be known to carry it on, 


to the entire neglect of the daily Devotions ; 
as by this way of reaſoning it is ſuppoſed to 


be affected by his daily attendance upon 


then..." 
Ye, my Brethren, as a trading People, 
know full well, how much method contributes 


to the diſpatch of buſineſs; and how neceſ- 


ſary for you it is, to have different ſtated 
times for different branches of it; that 
there may be no interfering of one part or 
branch with another: but that the ſucceſſion 


of. the whole may be regular, and without 


any material variation. 
And now, whilſt ye are thus adjuſting the 


different parts of the day for the different 
branches of your worldly buſineſs, how ealy 


is it for you at the ſame time to ſelect a ſmall 
8 of it, and a ſmall one will ſuffice, 
or a daily attendance upon the publick wor. 
ſhip, the ſtated time for which is D well 

| | Dun 
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known unto you beforehand, and of which 

ye have day by day due notice. 

For though no one general hour, either 

for Morning or Evening Prayer, is fixed by 

our Church (as was the caſe with reſpect to 

the Jewiſh worſhip) but the particular time 

is left, and conſidering the different circum- 

ſtances of places and perſons, is very wiſely 

left to diſcretion — to the diſcretion of the 

Miniſter — yet that time once fixed and well 

known, and a daily previous notice given of 
it, one would apprehend, it ſhould be no 

very difficult matter, even for men in great 
buſineſs, ſo to order and adjuſt their buſi- 
neſs, as to be uſually, if not always, at liberty 
to attend at the known and ſtared hour. 

And after. ye have ſet apart ſuch a portion 
of your time for the daily publick Service, 
and have accuſtomed yourſelves ſo to employ 
it, ye will expect the returns of it with the 
ſame readineſs as ye expect the return of the 
ſeveral other parts of the day, that are deſ- 
tined by you for this or that worldly buſi- 
neſs, or for the common and. neceſſary func- 
tions of life. 

And by taking this method of diſpoſing of 
the day, the buſineſs of one part of it will 
ſuffer no encroachments upon it by the buſt- 
neſs of another. — Nay, by this diviſion of 
your time, by habit and uſe ye will ſoon 
have made an attendance upon the publick 
Worſhip eaſy and familiar to you ; infomuch 
that at length ye will eſteem hat as mo 
the 


| 
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the buſineſs of the day, as ye eſteem any 
part of your worldly concerns to be the bu- 
ſineſs of it. . ä 

There is, moreover, a peculiar merit in 
this appropriation of a ſtated and fixed time, 
and in thus obſerving a periodical return of 
daily publick Prayer; for it plainly ſnews to 
Gop and the world, that ye do not grudge 
him a certain part of every day of your lives; 
that ye do not look upon the worſhip of him 
to be a duty that may be done by ts and 
ſtarts, or at an idle hour that hangs upon 
your hands, and when ye may have nothing 
elſe to employ it in. — For when this is the 
caſe, it is paying ſurely no great regard to 
the Object of our worſhip, to ſpare him no 
other time for it, but what we are at a loſs 
how otherwiſe to ſpend. 

Beſides — men, who in excuſe for their 
abſence, ſay they have not /eifure to attend 
the daily Service, lay themſelves open to the 
following charge; that in their way of think- 
ing and reaſoning, times of leiſure, that is, 
as I underſtand them, times in which they 
have nothing elſe to do, are the only, are at 
leaſt the moſt proper times for the daily wor- 
ſhip of God : nay further, this excuſe ſeems 
to carry with it a ſort of inſinuation, as if 


daily publick Devotion was to be the em- 
re of the indolent and idle only ; at 


caſt of men that have nothing elſe to do. — 

A ſtrange notion ſurely of ſerving Gov, to 

make his daily Service the employment * 
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of indolent and idle men, only of men that 
have nothing elſe to do: eſpecially conſider- 
ing that Indolence and Idleneſs (ſetting the 
want of a ſenſe of Religion aſide) do oftener 
perhaps prevent an attendance upon it than 
real buſineſs does. Whereas for my part, I 
can ſee no manner of reaſon why men of 4 
regular application to worldly buſineſs, are 
not every whit as proper to attend upon the 
daily Service, or why their attendance, at 


proper intervals, is not as reaſonable as that 


of other men. 

Having gained the habits of induftry and 
attention by their application to worldly bu- 
ſineſs, they will be more likely to exert theſe 
habits whilſt giving their attendance upon 
the daily Devotions. They will be more 
likely, than indolent and idle men, to apply 
themſelves to them at ſtated times, with ſe- 
riouſneſs and attention, with life and vigor. 
— And where ſuch an application- as this is 
not given, it is no wonder that 20 good ef- 
fefts ariſe from an attendance upon them, or 
that indevout men perceiving none, forſake 
them. No reaſon is there for us to 
that men fotbful in Buſineſs ſhould be fer- 
vent in Prayer. — So that buſineſs, in this 
view of it, is rather a- preparation for, than 
an hindrance to the daily publick Devotions. 


— And if theſe men of buſineſs have not (as 


they ſay) leiſure to attend the daily Service; 
is it not their own fault, if they may find it, 
it they may make it, by fixing beforehand a 

certain 
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certain portion of every day for that end ans 
purpoſe? And if they do not, ſurely, as 
ve ſaid, there is little virtue in giving Goo 
that time, which they know not what other. 
wiſe to do with. 
After all, my Brethren, I will with great 
readineſs admit, that the. ſituation and cir- 
cumitances of your worldly affairs may ſome- 
times be ſuch, as may render it highly in- 
convenient, if not impracticable, for you to 
obſerve this ſtated rotation and method of 
publick Devotion: and where it is ſo, nei- 
ther GoD nor man require it of you, 

But what of all this? Surely a few ex- 
ceptions, ſuppos'd to be occaſioned by un- 
@voidable neceſſity, will not deſtroy the rule 
nor the reſolution ye have made to yourſelves 
in this matter: theſe may yet be purſued in 
the general courſe of your conduct, though 
not without all interruption. — and more than 
this is not here contended for. 

In ͤa word, all I aſk concerning the point 
before us is this; that having once fixed a 
ſmall portion of every day for the publick 
worſhip of Goo, (that portion which is ſet 

in your own or any adjacent Pariſh for 
it) ye would thenceforward eſteem it as much 
appropriated to his Service, as ye eſteem the 


other parts of the day appropriated to your 


worldly buſineſs : and then it may be con- 


cluded, ye will be punctual and exact, re- 


ove and methodical, in the diſcharge of 
th, 
But 


to ſay the leaſt of it, a /awfu! comman 
And does not our Religion hs. uh us to obey 
u 
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But ſecondly, perhaps it may: be ſaid, in 
reply. to this whole Eſſay, That a daily pub- 


lick Worſhip is a purely human appointment, 


and that there is no divine command for it; 
and wherefore ſhould we be required to do 
more than G 0D. has required us to do? He 
hath required the publick worſhip of hun 


only one day in ſeven, the Chriſtian Sabbath. 
A daily publick Worſhip therefore is a Work 


of Supererogation, a needleſs burden impoſed 
upon the people of this Nation. 


1. Now to this I anſwer, firſt, That ſup- 


poling what is here objected was ſtrictly true, 


yet J ſee not how conſcientious men could 


hold themſelves at liberty to refuſe compli- 
ance with the commands of their governors 
both in Church and State, requiring this dai- 
ly publick worſhip from them. Ir 1s ee 


the lawful commands of Authority both in 
Church and State ? {Ss 

2. I anſwer, ſecondly, that daily worſhip 
is certainly every Chriſtian's duty. — There 


are ſcripture paſſages abundantly ſufficient to 


prove this. If therefore an opportunity 1s to 


be had of paying this Worſhip in the pub- 


lick Congregation, every good and pious 
Chriſtian will be glad to embrace it before 
private worſhip; in caſe, as I have ſaid, the 
hour for the one interferes with the hour for 
the other. 

| Where 
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Where indeed ſuch an opportunity is not 
to be met with, (though met with; I conclude, 


it ever will be, as it ever ought, where a 


competent number to make a Congregation 
deſire it) there daily Ie or family Wor- 
ſhip will, no doubt, be accepted of G ob in 
its room and ſtead. at 
And I apt to believe, that this ob- 
jection . the Service of the Church of 
England, becauſe of its being a daily Service, 
will never be made to it by any and 
pious perſons, that daily accuſtom themſelves 
to private and family Prayer; to be ſure not 
by thofe, who in their private and Family 
Devotions make uſe of ſuch parts of th: 
publick Service as are fitted (and moſt of 
them admirably are) for family and private 
Occaſions; according to the title of a very 
uſeful Collection out of it, ſtiled, The Com- 
mon- Prayer Book the beſt Companion in the 

Houſe and Cloſet, as well as in the Temple. 
3. But to 7 on with my anſwer to this 
objection — I urge, thirdly, that in point of 
daily Prayer, the Church of — Toys no 
greater burden (to uſe the objector's word) 
upon her Members, than the precepts of the 
Goſpel lay them under; the precepts of 
which require daily Devotion from every 
Chriſtian : and in the general have appointed 
the ſubject- matter of it; fuch as Prayers 
and Praiſes, &c. — All then that the Church 
does in the caſe, is to furniſh them with # 
common 
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common Form for this daily Worſhip; and 
with opportunities, as to Time and Place, 
of uniting in it. — And where can daily De- 
votion, required of every Chriſtian, be fo 
acceptably offered up, as in places ſet apart 
for the united exerciſe of it? 

4. But fourthly, in anſwer to this objec- 
tion, we ſay further, that the publick Wor- 
ſhip preſcribed by our Church, is not more 
frequent than in the Jewiſb or in the Chriſ- 
tian Church, If not from the firſt founda- 


tion of it, yet ſo far back at leaſt as to the 


third “ century, through all ſucceeding ages 
down to the preſent times : So that this prac- 
tice in the Church of England, (though not 
followed by our Brethren of the Separation) 


is bujlt upon both Jewiſh and Chriſtian An. 


tiquity. | | | 

_ ſhall the publick Service of Go be 
leſs frequent amongſt Chriſtians than it was 
amongſt Jes? Is not a daily publick Ser- 
vice as becoming us, as a daily publick Sa- 


crifice became, and was required of them; 


eſpecially conſidering that our righteouſneſs 
muſt exceed theirs, it we expect to enter into 
the kingdom of Heaven? In a word, a dai- 
ly worſhip is certainly required of every 
Chriſtian, and where there is convenient op- 
portunity of making it a joint one, no good 
reaſon can be given why it ſhould not be 
complied with. _ 


5. But 


Vi Biogham's Antiquities, Jol. I, p. 642. $ 7. Fol. 
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5. But above all, fifthly and laftly, the 


objection is founded upon a great miſtake, if 
they that make it imagine, as they muſt ima- 


gine, in order to give it any weight, that no 
other time was ever appointed by Gop for 
publick worſhip but the Sabbath day. — It is 
true, both the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Sabbath 
were appointed for this purpoſe, and, which 
is particularly to be noted, for this purpoſe 
only. That is, both were to be dedicated to 
the Worſhip and Service of Gop ; exchuſive 


of all ordinary or common work, though 


incluſive of works of Neceſſity and Charity. 
And yet beſides this, there was @ daily 

Service; however with this difference, that 
only a part of every day was to be employ'd 
in it, whilſt the other parts remained for the 
diſcharge of worldly buſineſs. 

Now for this daily Morning and Evening 
Service amongſt the Jews, conſiſting of daily 
Sacrifice and Prayer, there is an expreſs com- 
mand of GoDÞ, as may be learnt from Exs- 
dus XXIX. 39. and from Numbers xxvili. 4. 

In reference to which, are the Heurs of 
prayer, frequently mentioned in the New 
Teſtament. — Hours religiouſty obſerved by 
the Apoſtles themſelves, and by the primi- 
tive Chriſtians, beſides their more ſolemn 
obſervance of the Lord's day. 

Thus Peter and Jobn are ſaid to go up to 
the Temple at the hour of Prayer. And the 
Converts to Chriſtianity, made by the preach- 
ing of the fame St Peter (Acts i. 46.) For 

al 


being 


td to have continued (t er with the 
Apoſtles and Diſciples) daily and with one 
accord in the temple ; in order, no doubt, to 
partake of the Service of it. | 
And-by the way, let me obſerve, that this 
's aid, not only of theſe Converts, (who yet 
ire repreſented to be no lefs than 7bree thou- 
and in number) but of al! that believed. 
— And in ſo great a number of Believers, 
there muſt be many of ſuch occupations, 
profeſſions and trades, as required a dail 
attendance upon them, and yet this attend- 
ance was no hin*rance to their attendance 
upon the Service of the Temple z nor did 
they induſtriouſly aw oid giving it, for fear of 
being thought men of little or no worldly 
buſineſs. . | | 
And in the parable of the importunate Mi- 
mb, avenged by the unjuſt Judge of her 
Adverſary, (a parable ſaid to be ſpoken by 
our Lord for this end, to teach men that 
they ought always to pray) the good Ser- 
vants of Gop are repreſented as crying day 
and night unto bim; where the words day 
and night, anſwer the word always ; and im- 
port a daily attendance at ſtated Hours for 
Prayer — agreable to what was obſerved be- 
tore, concerning this and other parallel ſcrip- 
ture expreſſions ; ſome of which being deli- 
vered in the form of a-command, make, as 
was then remarked, this daily attendance 
every Chriſtian's duty, = 
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And thus, I conceive, the objection againg 
the Service of the Church of Ecland on 
account of its, being a daily Service, and, i 
alledged, of meerly human appointment, ha 
been more than ſufficiently anſwered. 

In the very words of her Order for this 

Service, ſhe ſuppoſes that both Miniſter and 

People may be reaſonably hinder'd from giy. 

ing a daily attendancg.— She has not told us, 

nor indeed, by reaſon of the variety of mem 
tonditions and circumſtances, was it poſlibl 

ſhe ſhould tell us, all the hindrances that an 

to be accounted reaſonable ; it is plain ſhe 
admits the being from home as one: and, [ 

ſappoſe, ſhe therefore admits it, becauſe we I 

are preſumed to be from home upon nece/- M (err 

ſury Buſineſs ; or ſo far from home, as to be die- 
out of the reach of attending. 

_* This matter therefore muſt be left to the M of ; 

piety and prudence of every Chriſtian to de- ord 

termine for himſelf: and yet, as ſome direc- M $ct 

tion to him, it may not be unuſeful to make W bec 

a few obſervations more than have been al- in 

ready made, upon the Order, and upon the W ęre 

limitations of it. 

1. And firſt, as the Order is for a daily pre 

h attendance throughout the Year, a total neg- ed 

| le muſt on all hands be allowed to be a fla- I Nh 

grant breach of it; ſuch, as nothing ſhort of wi. 
neceſſity can be a ſufficient excuſe for. — And 
| yet of how many is this the caſe in theſe Pa- 
riſbes, in this City, and in the Suburbs of it? 

2. Secondly, 
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2. Secondly, It is not to be ſuppoſed, that 
either Church or State would have required a 
daily attendance, if it could be ſuppoſed that 


all or any of her Members would be always, 


would be often reaſonably hinder'd from giv- 
ing it. | 

. Thirdly, In virtue of this Order of the 
Church, confirmed by an Act of the State, 
for a daily publick worſhip everyday through- 
out the year, may be upon, in ſome 
ſort and degree, in her judgment, and 
her appointment, @s holy; though not in ſo 
ſtrict and ſolemn a manner as the Lord's day, 
and Faft and Feaſt-days are. 

I take occaſion from this remark to ob- 
ſerve (I hope without offence) that tbe So- 
ciety for promoting Engliſh Proteſtant Schools 
in Ireland, (a Society deſerving the patronage 
of all good and pious men) lay a more than 
ordinary ſtreſs upon the uſefulneſs of their 
Schools, upon this conſideration and account: 
becauſe, ſay they, The progreſs of them muſt, 
in its natural courſe, gradually aboliſh the 
great number of Popiſh Holidays. 

Now, ſuch, and no other Holidays, it is 
preſumed, this Society means, as are aboliſh- 


ed by the Churches of England and Ireland ; 


who ſtill preſerve a daily publick Worſhip, 


with ſeveral occaſional Faſts and Feſtivals... . 


Notwithſtanding therefore this abolition, pro- 
viſion, no doubt, is made for daily Morning 
and Evening open Prayer in thoſe Schools; 


as well in purſuance * their Motto, (Reu1-. 


GIONE 
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cione ET LABORE) as to avoid the imputa. 
tion which Pepiſts might be apt to throw 
upon them, as it they relied -more on bums 
»means, than on the Divine aſſitance; which 
our Church has taught her Children always 
to call for 25 diligent Prayer. 

An ion (to extend this remark ye: 
further) which it becomes well-meaning Pri. 
teſtamto, good Chriſtians, to be upon their 

againſt 4ſt unawares they ſhould cx. 
Poſe themſelves to it, by a haſty .concurrenc; 
with the Schemes of thoſe men, (too many 
of them known enemies to the Croſs <> 
Chriſt) who are for turning the Schools in 
this Kingdom, evetted - principally, if nc: 
ſolely, for the Chriſtian Education of the 
Children of the Poor, into little better than 
meer Work-bouſes. 

Indeed, when Labour is fo WAVE as f Ml is 
late years, inſiſted upon, (and yet, what is of 
the labour of one of theſe litile Ones?) and en 
a Chriſtian Education Jo little, with regard to W w. 
theſe Schools; I am not, I confeſs, without 
apprehenſions. that in lime, the latter (for the 

of which #wo hours a day have al- 
been declared full enongh ) 3 ſwal- 
lowed up of, and entirely | loft in the former. 

I hope I have ſufficiently ſhewn, through 


che courſe of this Eſſay, my regard for La- 


Sour ; and this done, I "hs it to the ſerious ed 
reflection of every ſound Behever, how far i 4 
the very being of 'Chriſtianity amongſt vs le 
(among whom Infidelity: every day more d 


and 
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and more abounds) may be affected, by the 
gradual converſion of theſe Chriſtian School 
into meer nurſeries for Labour. 
4. Fourthly, Was it to be ſuppoſed 
teaſonable cauſes of abſence mi 


yet they muſt be fo 'only at ſome times to 
one Family or "Perſon, arid at ſome times to 
another; never fo to all at once: ant there- 
fore was it uſual for all that have leiſure to 
attend, there never would be wanting ſuch 
numbers as might well deſerve the name f 
a Congregation. * ee en 
Indeed, where there are (as in this City) a 
variety of Times and Places ſet apart for che 
celebration of the daily Service, (in virtue of 


which, different perſons have the opportu- . 


nity of uſing daily publick Prayer, ſome at 
one time place, and ſome at another, as 
is moſt convenient for them) in conſequence 


of this, the appearance muſt be le% at any 


one time or place, than if theſe opportunities 
were fewer. ee ene 
5. Fifthly, By the tenor and preſcript of 
this Order of the Church, it is to be prefum- 
ed, that upon an average, perſons in general 
will be offener preſent than abſent: other- 
wife, the exception becomes the rule, and the 
AU HY HT INOTR, 
6. Sixthly, Though it is not to be 
ed, that every perſon will give his attend - 
ance as conſtantly as he has opportunity uni 
leiſure to do i; yet thus much is always to 
be preſumed, that ow + a ge 
Joh : 


always 


ght be frequent, 


— — 
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always will be ſuch an attendance at leaſt 
given, as bears ſome reaſonable proportion to 
their number | | 
And even this, I apprehend, will juſtly 
entitle the Service of the Church to be in 
fact what it was intended to be, a daily Ser- 
vice. And 1 an 2 cannot fail of 
27 en, where men in good earneſt intend 
it: * where they do, 1 7 poſſible 
there ſhould be at any time any thing like a 
total or a general non- attendance. 

I leave theſe few obſervations upon the 
Order of the Church for a daily Service, to 
be ſeriouſly conſidered of by you, ,and to be 
compared with your on conduct and exam- 
ple in the matter; which, after all that has 
or can be ſaid upon it, muſt, I confeſs it 
once more, be finally left to the conſciences, 
and to the ſerious and cool reflections of cve- 
ry particular man to judge for himſelf. 
At the ſame time I obſerve likewiſe once 
more, that the want of this attendance is be- 
come ſo general (I appeal to yourſelves as 
witneſſes of it) that, for the ſake of common 
Readers, it well deſerved all the notice taken 
of it in this Eſſay, even though to à critical 
peruſer (I am conſcious) there may appear 
great repetition 1n 1t. 

For ſurely, my Brethren, daily publick 
"Worſhip is a matter of ſerious concern, wor- 
-thy of the notice (as in former Ages and 
Reigns) of Provincial Synods; worthy of 
the notice of Parliamentary Committees for 
| Religion, 
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Religion. — Eſpecially in this our day of 
National Dangers and Troubles; which, of 
4 days, calls for the daily united applications 
of a Nation to Gov for a deliverance from 
chem. 0 

How mut the great neglect of the pub- 
ſick worſhip has contributed to the unhappy 
circumſtances we are in, would be preſump- 
tion in me to pronounte. - But ſtill a great- 
er preſumption would it be for any man to 
conclude, that the Irreligion and Impiety of 
this age, (of which the daily neglect of the 
daily Service is a proof) has not been one 
great cauſe of them. 

And yet, I am ſorry to ſay it once again, 
this im t point ſeems not to be duly 
attended to, even by otherwiſe /erious and 
well-diſpoſed men. — This one thing I am 
ſure of, that there is room, very great room, 
for putting the very beſt Members of the 


eſtabliſhed Church in mind of our Liturgy, _ 


conſidered under this light and view of it, as 
appointed for daily uſe. | | 
We are often put in mind of this, but it 

is by way of deriſion and reproach, by our 
diſſenting Brethren, on account of our daily 
neglect of our daily Service: from whom, 
nevertheleſs, it muſt be confeſſed, this ap- 
braiding comes with a very aukward grace; 
lince no one ſect amongſt them, affords their 
followers ſo much as the opportunity of a 
daily publick worſhip. | 
ws I Many 
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Many of theſe opportunities (Gop in- 
creaſe their number) we of this Place and City 
confeſſedly enjoy: Let us then, my Brethren, 
as well to' take off theſe reproaches, as in 
compliance with the Order of our excelleny 
Church, be duely careful to embrace them. 
If we have nor. leiſure to give this attend- 
ance at one hour, or one place, we may ſtill 
have the opportunity of doing it at another, 
at an hour before the buſineſs of the day be- 
ins, and at an hour after the buſineſs of the 
ay 1s at an end. | 
And the buſineſs of the day thus uſher'd 
in by united ſupplications prayers, will, 
it may reaſonably be ed,. be carried on 
with greater alacrity and chearfulneſs, and be 
crowned with greater proſperity and ſucceſs. 
Again, the buſineſs of the day ewe 


e ” ſhall return in _ Evening wi 
1earts 0 complacency gratitude to 
the houſe of Gop, to commend ourſelves 
and our families to his protection and mercy 
the enſuing night. | 

There is, my Brethren, aſſure yourſelves ; 1 
truſt experience has or will ſoon aſſure you 
there is, a wonderful /atisfaion ariſing to the 
minds of feeble and dependant creatures, ſuch 
as we are, from reflecting upon this conſtant 
and regular diſcharge of our duty to our 
Creator, every morning and evening in the 
publick 1 . 

And as frailties and infirmities, thoſe in- 


lets to fin, are the lot even of the beſt of 


men, 


| 
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dung L Kno no better means of guarding 
lves againſt them, than by. this continual 
united application to the throne of grace, for 
the, aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit in our con- 
flicts with them. 

Indeed, unleſs men will hy it down as a 
ſettled rule to themſelves, not to omit their 
attendance but upon ſome real, it not ſome 
urgent Cauſe ; ſuch as ſickneſs, or the like ; 
they will be very apt to be abſent upon the 
lighteſt accaſions, 

Nay, the leaſt lett or hindrance will be 
Helded to, till in time they never come at 
all. Interruptions. it is to be expected, will 
ſometimes unavoidably happen: but che main 

int is, 1 interruptions notwithſtanding, 

to erve an bhabitual deſire, purpoſe, 
and will, to frequent the daily Service as of- 
ten as it is reaſonably in our power, and no- 
thing interyenes but what may be 
to give nd the opportunity We have of 


nting it 
or if inſtead, of this habitual deſire and 
intention, to be conſtantly at the publick De- 
votions, we eaſily liſten to every unneceſſary 
avocation:trom them, we ſhall never want an 
excuſe to be abſent; nay, we ſhall ſoon gain 
a habit of abſenting ourſelves, without being 
at. the pains of making any excuſe for it; yea, 
without ourſelves at all obliged to 
make any. — I appeal to perſons that in the 


former part of their lives have been generally 
PR at theſe. Devotions ; but yet have 
E 4 gradually 
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gradually given way to every little interrup- 
tion, ſuffering it to prevail ſtill more and 
more upon them, whether bis „N 
be not in fact and in truth their very caſc ? 

Did they not ſome years ago attend, it may 
be, pretty conſtant — 5 1 not this conſtan- 
cy, by little and little, ſo far abated, till they 
are now as conftantly abſent, as they were 
once conſtantly preſent ? 

Whereas, if under an habitual ſenſe of our 
duty to Gop, we have it always in our 
thoughts, and it is the ſettled reſolution and 
intention of our wills, to embrace opportu- 
nities; we ſhall then guard againſt avoca- 
tions, and induſtriouſly ſhun every tempta- 
tion from indolence, from converſation, or 
trom other cauſes, ariſing in our way to pre- 
vent our attendance: We ſhal then keep 
ourſelves : diſengag d from ſuch amuſements 
and diverſions, as we foreſee may be likely 
to break in upon the ſtated hour for publick 
Devotions : Which, when it is known to be 
our conſtant practice to frequent, we need 
not be at the pains of an apology for with- 
drawing from company; either they will of 
their own accord leave us, or, which is rather 
to be wiſhed, ſhamed by. our example, wil 
attend us in our attendance u 

And as this attendance is to be conſtant nd 
habitual. throughout the year, ſo ought it 
more eſpecially to be ſuch at awful and ſo- 
lemn See z as upon Saints days and other 
9 ays, and upon * preceding _ cele- 

ration 
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pration of the Bleſſed Sacrament : upon all 
which, it becomes us to be more than ordi- | 
narily {crupulous, not to be wanting in it. 

Above all, I entreat you, my Brethren, to it 
give this attendance during the pious — = 
tential ſeaſon of Lent ; as for other bre # 
reaſons, ſo eſpecially for this, that ye m 7 
be eye and ear- witneſſes of the publick — ‚ 
mination of your Children; the Children of + 
the rich, as well as of the poor, in the Prin- 1 
ciples of their Religion. The preſence of the 
Parent will give countenance to your Miniſ-' 
ter, and add a ſolemnity and weight to his 
expoſitions, and be a further guard upon the 
Children to behave with decency and feriouf-\ 
neſs, as well whilſt under his examination, as 
whilſt the daily Service is performing. One 
gow cauſe of the great neglect of which, no 

bt, has been the great ne of this ca- 

techetical Inſtruction of the Chriſtian Youth, 
preſcribed by our Church; for what good | 
and pious effect is in all reaſon ſooner to 
be expected from it, than a due attendance | 
upon her daily Service; therein to worſhip H 
God, to give him thanks, to call upon bim, to | 
honour his holy Name and his Word, and to 
ſerve him truly all the days of our lives? 

How much the ſaid inſtruction contributes 
to a rational uſe of her Service, may be con- 
ciuded from the behaviour of ſuch perſons at 
it, as have had the benefit of a Chriſtian 
education in our Charity Schools; compared 
mw the behaviour of the Children of the Poor, 
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and of the Poor themſelves, brought up in 
the Country, without that advantage. Ihe 
one is plainly the behaviour of reaſonabli 
Beings; the other, too often, of little better 
than brute Creatures, in the houſe of G 0). 

Which, by the way, is ſuch an ment of 
the u/efulneſs of thefe Schools, as, with all 
good Chriſtians, will weigh more for them, 
than any thing that has hitherto been object- 
ed, will weigh againſt them. 

Whilſt 1 have been arguing for daily pub- 
lick Prayer, and for a preference of it to 
private, none amongſt you will conclude, 
that my meaning is, to depretiate the | ſecret 
Devotions of the Cloſet. So far from it, that 
in hearty good earneſt I recommend the con- 
{ſtant and devout ufe of the one, as the beſt 
preparative for the like uſe of the other. 

ndeed, men ſeem of their on accord 
aware of this, by making uſe of private 
Prayer even at Church, previous to their uſe 
of the publick Devotions. But then, (1 am 
ſorry to obſerve it) theſe private Prayers are 
uſually put up in /o beedleſs and foventy a 
manner, that they. ill deſerve the name of 
| (what yet they ought in fact to be) de vout 


tjaculations. 


After all that has been ſaid upon the daily 


Service, it is not impoſſible but that the 
whole may meet with as little regard from 
ſome amongſt you, as that Service itſelt does; 
the one may be as little read, as the other is 
attendcd. However, I ſhall have action 
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faction of doing, by this Eſſay upon it from 
the Preſs, what, in conſequence of my rela- 
tion to you, I conceived it became me to do; 
eſpecially under my preſent inability, of go- 
ing through, with nen with the duties 
af the Pulpit. 

An E Hay, you will eaſily perceive by it, 
bens chiefly for Kuß, Towns and 
Cities; and therefore, I truſt, without im- 
propriety or im addreſſed to you, 
my Brethren, as Inhabitants of a City, that in 


example to the whole Kingdom. Where, as 
there are more gpportunities of joining in the 
publick worſhip, fo there are uſually more 
at leiſure to embrace them. Such 
J intreat ſeriouſly to conſider what 
been ſaid j and the more ſo, becauſe the 

of the publick worſhip on the Lord's 


day has been obſerved to be growing „ 
25 the neglect of it upon the e e bas 
been ſo growing. 


may well be 
looked upon as mutually LETS effects 


of one another.” 
There is one particular circumſtance that 


ſcems to render this Addreſs peculiarly ſea 


ſonable at _ time; as to you upon 
the opening of your Church for the daily cele- 
bration of the daily Service, after repairing 
and be ing it. | 


And that amenity, my Brethren, (here 1 
include Diſſenters as well as Gonformiſts ) for 


which ye have been ever remarkable, _ | 
42 W 


A eee ought ever to be an 
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with which ye undertook this good and pious 
work, now happily and in an handſome man- 
ner compleated by you, delerves a more no- 
ble tribute, a far more valuable return, than 
the thanks of your Miniſter. 

Hereby ye have readily and chearfully 
complied with the very ap of the divine 
command, requiring the worſhip of the Loxo 
in the beauty of holineſs, as beauty re- 
ſpects the Place of worthip ; as it reſpects the 
worſhip itſelf, tor that our Church has made 
the belt proviſion in and by her publick Ser- 


vice. 


And ſince both the beauty of the Place, 
and the beauty of the Service, invite a daily 


- attendance upon it; embrace, my Bretbren, 
the opportunity that now preſents itſelf afreſt 


to you; and at your re- entrance into the Houſe 
of Gop, let your hearts open both in Cha- 
rity and Piety with it. 

From what period of time can this attend- 
ance (where it has been hitherto wanting) be 
more properly begun, than from the day ap- 

inted for that opening? A day of joy to 
3 of the daily Service at your 
Curob; who cannot but value the Bleſſing 
now reſtored to them, the more on account 
of their long want of it: — A want not always 
to be ſupplied, as by late experience they 
muſt have found, with equal conveniency, 
from other Churches 3 a conveniency, to 
which the punctuality of the Clergyman who 
performs the Service amongſt you, or 

ute 
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buteth greatly. — Take example from him; 
to be equally punctual. yourſelves : that nei- 
ther Miniſter may wait for the People, nor 
the People for the Miniſter ; nor one part of 
the Congregation be diſturbed by hog late at- 
nm of another. 

But now, although the beauty of the Place, 
and the beauty of the Service, do both con- 
ſpire to invite you to a daily attendance; yet 
it muſt be always remember d (it is the laſt 
admonition I ſhall leave with you) that this 
attendance will avail you nothing, except 4 
worſhip the Lord alſo in the beauty of 
ſonal: Holineſs; or, in the words of the 
al Pſalmiſt, with an holy worſhip : that is to 
ſay, it will in all reaſon be expected of ha- 


bitual frequenters of the daily Service, that 


they habitually practiſe every other duty of a 
Man and a Chriſtian : that they allow them- 
ſelves in no Immoralities; in no known or 
ſecret Sin, much leſs in a 'chſtom or habit of 


ſinning : for if they do, the principle which. 


prompts- them to give this attendance (give 


they it ever ſo often) will never be admitted 


by Gop or man for a principle of Piety, or 
to proceed from any ſenſe of Religion up 
their minds. And if it really and truly does 

not, without breach of Charity, it may be 
concluded, that it is only for a pretence they 
make long or frequent Prayers; for which our 
bleſſed Lord told the Phariſees of old, and 


now telleth ſuch phariſaical Chriſtians, that, 
e of receiving any benefit from their 


Deva- 
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Devotions, they ſhall but receive the greater 
condemnation for them. 


 Hitherto I have entirely addreſſed myſelf 


to you, my Brethren, of the Laity. | 
But have we not, ſome of you perhaps may 
ſay, one word of exhortation 4% our ſel ves, as 
Miniſters of this Church, and concerning our 
own attendance upon her daily Service ?. 
I anſwer; Yes verily we have: and Gop 
grant it may ever more appear by our Ex- 
ample, that we duly teach and inſtruct our- 
ſelves in this common duty of Chriſtians , 
before we take upon us to require it of the 
People ref; pectively committed, to our charge 


The long complaint herein made of their 


great neglect of it, is but too juſtly founded 
upon the cvidence of fa and if we their 
Paſtors ever cxpect to ſee the cauſe of this 
complaint, to any tolerable degree, removed, 
we mult. continue to ſet the pattern (how- 
ever ineffectual ſuch pattern / hitherto may 
have been) of a daily attendance ourſelves. 
Should it be our misfortune to be deſtitute 
of an opportunity of doing this at our own' 
Church, for want of a Congregation there; 
may not that want be eaſily ſupplied to us 


from ſome neighbouring, or from our Motber 


Church; where there are always fix*d and ſtat- 
ed times of joining twice a day in that ſolemn 
and, rapturous worſhip, the Choir Service 
always the more ſolemn and rapturous, the 
greater the number is that unite in it. — In 


which, it becomes us to conclude, _ 
|. able 
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a numbers of both Laity and Clergy, not 
otherwiſe provided with convenient opportu- 
nities, do acco y unite; of the Clergy 


eſpecially, and more eſpecially thoſe who en- 


1oy their Share in the Patrimom of that ve- 
nerable Body, which, as well for the regula». 
rity and ſolemnity of its daily worſhip, as, 
for the numbers attending upon it, ought 
always to be a ſbining example to the Nation 
in general, and to this City in particular. 

But to return from this parentbeſis. —= I 
was faying that -we, the — Clergv.,. 
cannot but know that the Church, of which. 
we have the honout to be Miniſters, i has in 
an eſpecial manner, as it was meet, made it 
aur duty to celebrate, and conſequently - to 
join in the celebration of the week-day Ser- 
vice; with ſuch a conſtancy as amounts, at 
leaſt, to an ordinary and habitual frequenting 
it. — For ſhould there be any amongſt us, 
ſeldom or never appearing at the daily Morn- 
ing and Evening Service, but when they were. 
to officiate as Miniſters to the Congregation ; 
it- would 
make Reflections, which they would be very 
apt to lay hold of, to our diſadvantage, and 
as an excuſe for their 0Wn non-attendance 
upon it. 

Ye, my Brethren, fuck] is your Humanity 
and Candour, will, I am ſure, be very ready 
to allow, that unavoidalle avocations may 
ſometimes call «s alſo off from giving an 
uninterrupted attendance. 


Buß 


give an handle to the People to 
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But where our non-attendance is general 
and habitual, and without juſt cauſe for it, 
ye will no more excuſe us, than we can our- 
ſelves; though ſome of you may be ready 
to juſtify your own- neglect, by that, which 
yet is no real juſtification of you, our neg- 
lect of it. | 

Upon the whole — ſince our Church has 
provided her Members with ſuch frequent, 
even with daily opportunities of joining in 
the publick worſhip of God, with an 
excellent form of Prayer, adapted to all the 
occaſions of humble Petitioners for bleſſings 

ſpiritual and temporal; let us, my beloved 
05 hriſtian Brethren, under a grateful ſenſe of 
this National Bleſſing, learn to pay all due 
honour: and reverence to our holy Mother, 
for this inſtance and proof of her pious and 
affectionate concern for our eternal welfare. 
And let us take care to expreſs this ho- 
nour and reverence; by daring to defend her 
againſt the efforts of all her adverſaries, her 
known and ſworn enemies eſpecially, hz 
Emiſſaries of the Church of Rome. — And 
at' this time yet more eſpecially, when. not 
only our Liturgy, but our Liberty and Lives, 
and every thing valuable to a five Proteſtant 
People, are in imminent danger from that 
quarter. Let us not ſuffer her, through our 
timidity, or out of private ſelfiſh views, ever 
oe 3 ogy prof into any of their hands. 


Let 


Let us pray daily, both in pu 
private, for the Peace of our Feruſalem, and 


for the Proſperity of all. that love her: Above 
expreſs this honour 


all, let us take care to 
and reverence for her, by ee u Sally 
Rubrics, to that Rule arid 

which requires a daily attendance upon ds 
publick Worſhip. 

Thus habituated to her Devotions in 2 
militant ſtate, we ſhall be fitted and __ 
to join with her in her /riumphant 
when our daily Prayers ſhall be turned — 
never. failing Praiſes; when that which is now 

impoſed upon us, as our duty, ſhall be no- 
thing leſs than a perpetual delight to us. 

And indeed, when one conſiders to what a 
degree of extatic pleaſure, a devout foul here 


upon earth, even whilſt cloathed with fleſhy 


is capable of being raiſed, by the celebration 
of Publick, eſpecially of Cathedral Worſhip; 
it is quite beyond our preſent reach to con- 
ceive the jay which an unembodied ſpirit, or 
rather, which a ſoul in a ſpiritualiaed body 
muſt have, when uniting with the Choir of 
Heaven in the adoration of GOD. - When, 
(once more to uſe, and to conclude with the 
words our Church has put into our mouths) 
with Angels and Archangels, and with all the 
Company of Heaven,” wwe ſhall laud and mag- 
nify bis holy Name; ſhall join in one general 
aſſembly .of the Saints, in communion and 
tellowſhip one with another, to all-eternity. 


To 


c the Church of England. | 7 


— — 
« —— * Sw 


« —_ — 
”Y — — 


© AnEx3av on the daily Service, &e. 


To which holy Catholick Church, * 
af his infinite mercy us all, both 


Prieſts and ad gy for Foy. ** the meri- 
torious Interceſſion of our Kian Prieſt and 
"_ Jesvs CnrisT- our Loap. 


'T 
= - 


THE 


PRESENT: STATE 
OF FUR 
DAILY SERVICE. 


Throughout the Bills of Mortality, 


Nete, D. ſignifies Daily. —W.F.H. Wedne/- 


days, Fridays, Holidays. — S. the Summer. 
Hol Bar. — W. the Winter. 


Panten-Cupacnuzs in an Alphabetical Order. 
CHAPELs under theit Mother Churches. 


Alhallows 8 i — 910. 2 7 


— London Wal I. f. 11 


| '1 
— Lombard ſtreet err 11 


1 
— the Great 


— Staining [D. — 14D. — 4 


StAlphage version College W. F. H. Ir} 


23 
—' 
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Morning 


«bits ot th 
t rew a t nn 
Blackfriars =— För. 11 


St Andrew Holbourn— D. — 11 

St John's Chapel near | 
Bedford-Row in the 'D. — 11 
Jaid Pariſb 


St Andrew Underſhaft | 
Leaden-hall frect — D. 8 6. W. 


St Ann within Alderſgate W.F.H. 11 


| 


=——— Lime-Houſe e Mid 
dleſex og 5 W.F.H. 11 
— Soho Weſtminſter — D. Nad 
11 
StAntholin's Watling-ſtree Dj S 6.W.7.& 
| | |w. F.H.at 11 
StAuftin, Old Change W. F. H. 11} 
St Barthol — be 5 
t olomew af te 
Exchange > | 1 11 
: | | 
— the Great i Weſt- 
Smithfield — 4 4 W F. H. " 


8 * 


— the Leſs car ditto = W. & Th. 10 


St Bennet Fink Thread- ; 
needle-flirect — — 


—— Grace-Church-ſtreet | Holidays 11 


— Pas Wharf > rm: 11 


= | 
St Botolph without Al. 'D. 4h 


| other days 11 | 
W.F.H. 11]; 


derſgate 


ple-Bar — — 
ä D: 
St Dionis Back- 

Lime-ſtreet 


St Dunſtan in the Eaſt 
near Tower - ſtreet — 


i th Weſt, Fleet · ſtreet 
2 at Stepney — — 


E. 
st Edmund the King ——| 


St Ethelburgh near Bi- 
ſhopſgate ö 


Fl 


W.F.H. 1c2 


W.F.H. 
D. 


* 


ul 


W.F.H, 


the Dai Service. 93 
I Morning Evening 
Prayer. Prayer. 

zee ee Ally W. F. 7. _ 
— without Biſhopſgate W. F. H. 11 

st Brides Fleet-ſireet D. — 11D. — 4 

Bridewell Chapel W.. H. 10 F 

Clue Chapel 1, _ 58 8.4. W. z 

N 11 8 Kos 4 8.5. W. z 
—— Spital helds,Middlex han 2 
— in Surrey — W. F. H 11 

$tChriſtopher 54a, be Bal D. 1. 
St Clement near Eaſtcheap | W. WT 

D — 1b. 347 


=>} d. 8.8. 8. W gl b. 3 5 


D.$.6. W:3. 
| 


14].D. Winter 7 


W.F.H. 4 


1 


— * 
—— — — — 4 — — 


Ft „ ee vi | 
1 — 2 E. W 


_ ditto = *. 


—— — — 
—— — 


Ai ſreet Chapel 
Groſyenar-ſquare | chi 


i þ 
St George in the Ealt 
Middleſex mm———— 


{ "—— in Southwark | 


w— ec Martyr itt 
Queen - ſquareꝛͥ ü 


| —_ 


N 

it Great Queen ſtreet Cha- 

1 1 ix Lincolns-Inn 
ieldsü!ł—öê 


Grays- Inn Chapel — 


1 — in Dukes Place — 


Conduit-ftreet Chapel in } | 


May-Fair Chapel Tens 


* SfGiles without einern D. 


st George Com -|Þ v. — 


_ 


D. — 
W.F.H. 


— , Garlick- Hithe 


WFH. 


| | H. | 7 
St Hellen's ane W. F. H. 11 
! | 

l J. | 

| St James at Clerkenwell — 


| 
ff 


1 
11 


We rn State of 


Morning Evening 
Prayer, Prayer, 
njD. - , 


11 


* 


$ 
St 


— — oc ꝰ — — 


the Daily Service. 
| 1 Morning 


e ated. 
st James Weſmjaſter: — 


King ſtreet Chapel in ditt D 


I 


r 


8 


St John at Hackney — 
— 2 Southwark — 
— 4 Wappin | 
— the Evangeliſt q 
Weſtminſter —— | 
F 4 A 
" Pencharck ſteer — 1 
2 = ? w. F. H. 11 
— by the Wewer Ss — 11 
$t Lawrence Jewry ID. — 19. — 7 | 
S: Leonard Shoreditch — D, — 11 
ie fant Parth = 2 a0 
Lincolns-Inn Chapel moet 3 D. * $ 
St Luke in Old-ſtreet — W. F. H. * | 
1 | 
8: Maguus London-Bridge | W.F.H. 11 | 
St Margaret Lotübuty -I W. P. H. 14 ; | 


2 Ares. — 
— — : ↄũ 2 ee a VU 2 4 x So 


| The Preſent State of 


1 N Morning Evening 
Prayer. TI, 
St 222 Patten, Rood W-F.H. 11- 
> hgh ak | 
— Weſtminſter W. F. H. 10|D. — 4 
Dake-ftreet Chapel in ditto |D. — 11 |D. — , 
4D. 11, from. — 
Queen ſquare Chapel NIMidſ. to Mich. b 
in ditt! other 4 year, 
| W. F. H. 3 
Newway Chapel in ditto 4 Holidays th, 
Chapel in the Broad W I 
ditto = — 27 ID. "ne 9]D. — 34 "x 
St Martin in the Fields -ID. S. 6. W.7 9. —. CB. 
TR oo Sat. & Hol. 7 
Long Acre Chapel ia ditto [W. F. < 11] . 
[i Oxendon Chapel in ditto W. F. — 4 1 
{ Spring-Garden (gel | 
| in ditto mo bas 14 | 
| St Martin * — 2 11D. —6 Fi 
| one | W.F.H. 11 | 1 
't | be 1 285 
| St Mary Abchurch, Ab- 
f | | church Lane !⸗-ĩ⸗:? 8 W. F. H. 1 == 
\ ARG Aldermanbury _ | 
| — near Billingſgatel W. F. 
| | — Le Bow, Cheap-ſide 


| — . Newington Butts 


tbe Daily Service. © 


St Mary at Rotherhithe | 
— 2 Iſlingtonx⸗—e 
— 4t Lambeth: 1 
. 


— Woolnorth Lom- 
bard-ſtreet — 


Morning 

Prayer. | 
W. E. H. 11 
W. F. H. 1 i| 


W.E-H.. 11 Sat. — 3. 


i 5 
W. F. . 11 Sat. — 3 


1 .F4 | | | #2 "Des. * 

—— Jomerſet wy tie 10 | 
. 
— Magdalen Bermondfy D. — 1 


— old Fiſh-ftreet Nah. 
5: Matthew Priday-Qtreet 
St Michael in Comhill 5 
—— Crooked/Lane — 
. 
—— in Great Wood ſtreet 
— Baſhſhaw 8 | 
— Royal, College- Hill | 


St Mildred Bread ſtreet 
| 


[ 


| 


e 
| 


Holidays 1 
W. . kl. 11 
W. F. H. 10 
W. F. H. 11] D. — 8 


t 


— D. — 6 
W. F. H. 11 

W. F. H. wy D. Winter 6 
W. & 8. 1 4 
W. F. HI. 11 | 7 
W.. H. Ni TIO 


N. 
dt Nicolas Coleabb y 


* 2 22 


— — — — . 0 
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88 Morning Evening 
5 Prayer. Prayer, 
St Olave ix Hilereee W. F. H. 11 
— ld Jewry — wen. 11 
— Southwark MW. F. H. 1118at.— 4 
| | — 
Oxford Chapel, Mary le 5 ; * 
Bone * > D. — 0 — 5 
p. by: 
St Paul's Cathedral 2 D. 6 & 10 2 — 
e 
—— Covent Garden — 6 & 10]D. 3z. & 6 
— Shadwell W. F. H. 11 
t. 11 1. 
St Peter's Cornhill D. — 11D. — «4 
—— le Poor, Droadſtreet— W. F. H. 11 0 
— Abby I D.S. 6. „„ 
2 101 
Poplar Chapel - — — [W. F. H. 11 
7 He 
gt Savlour's Southwark — [W. F. H. 11 
St Seputchre's rw/thour 11 * 
Nengue . ND. s. 6. W. po — 31 
St Stephen Coleman-ftreet D. — 11 
. by +6 . | 
— Wallbrook IW. F. H. 11 
| Somerſet-Houſe Chapel ww} 9. — 11 .ä— 4 
St Swithin, London-ſtone D. — 11 D 1 
- 
SR + | 
TempleChurch,Fleet-ſireet| D. Vacation 8 0. — 4 
Termy. Holg} D. — 3 


OOO ů ts 444 


St 


T. 


the Dai Service. 


| Morning 
> Prayer. 
dt Thomas Southwark W. F. H. 11 
Tower Chapel — — [W. F. H. 11 
- 7 W Trinity Church ir tbe 
iy Chand # be Pm, 
| st Vedaſt, Foſter-lane — | W.F.H. 11 93 6 
Ty w 1 
6 


Whitehall Chapel 7 — 11D. — 5 


2 


— 22 — 


N. B. The Liſt of Popiſh Chapels, and other 

; Places for the publick celebration of Mals, 

within the Bills of Mortality, (on all hands 

_ confeſſed to be very numerous) which, ac- 

cording to ſeveral Advertiſements in the 

publick Papers, was intended to have been 

here publiſhed; the Collector, for want of 

T ſufficient information concerning them, has 
been obliged to omit, 


— 


2 — 


* KR A 4 1 A 


N the Account of Morning and Evening Prayers 
1 Page 92. again St Bennet Paul's Wharf, under Even- 
4 ing Prayer, read Holidays and Saturdays 3. 
Page 93. again Charter-Houſe Chapel, ander Morn- 
ing Prayer, read Daily 11. N 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


ants of Saltaburgb, and the Support 

Colony of Georgia, recommended in a 

Sermon preached at St Lawrence Fewry, in 
the Tear 1734. 


y HE Relief of the perſecuted Proteſt 
of the 


II. The Merit and Reward of a good In. 
tention. © A Sermon before the Truſtees for 
the ſaid Colony, c. in the Year 1742. 


III. A Letter from a Miniſter of an united 
Pariſh in the City of London, to his Pariſhio- 
ners, on occaſion of a Collection to be made 
therein for the Support of The Society for the 
Propagation of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts, 


3748s 28 N 38 


All written by William Beſt D. D. 


„ bk ny. 2 -Q3 WI v I 


